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The official NMRCC formation date was 
January 1995. 
 Ex-member Don Adamson provided the roadrun-
ner and Zia logos that we've been using ever since. 
Well,  I believe a roadrunner with headphones 
was my idea, but I could be wrong, said Steve 
Shepard a founding member. The roadrunner 
could have been an idea that several had, but, I 
worked with Don Adamson, as he was into com-
puters and the internet back then, and he did a lot 
of the graphics stuff for the newsletter, but we all 
approved the final logo. 

The church we met at is long gone- It stood alone, 
surrounded by mostly undeveloped land, but that 
part of Paseo Del Norte is now filled with shop-
ping centers, restaurants, and stores. 
Attached are the first organizational letters and the 
first "newsletter" also January 1995, along with 
the original roster. Lars was the editor/publisher 
of the newsletter, check out some of the articles.  
 
Thank you Steve S. for the newsletter scans 
and pictures. RAM 

NMRCC Founding 

members today 

Steve Shepard 

Bob Avery 

Don Menning 

John Estock 

Steve Shepard 
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NMRCC Fir st  Newsletter  January 1995  

NMRCC Founding 

members 

Lars Roose, still 

in town but miss-

ing meetings 

Jim Steuber 

passed recently 

Alexandria Nelson, 

hasn’t been to seen 

Eric Barbour still 

a member but 

running his ampli-

fier Co. in LA 
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NMRCC Members 1-22-1995 



I was transferred to New Mexi-
co in January 1996 as an oil 
industry consultant to assist 
joint research projects with 
Sandia and Los Alamos National 
Labs on new mathematical and 
computational techniques for 
oil exploration.  I had been 
collecting and restoring radios 
in Oklahoma.  At first, I found 
the radio pickings in New Mex-
ico much more expensive and 
more limited than what I was 
used to in Oklahoma, Kansas, 
Missouri and Arkansas where 
inexpensive fixer-uppers were 
fairly common.   During my 
first few weeks in New Mexico, 
I attended some Patton and 
Wight Auctions where I got a 
few radios, but I was usually 
outbid by a guy people called 
Lars. It also seemed every an-
tique store where I asked about 
radios would mention Lars. 

Before moving here, I saw in 
Antique Radio Classified that 
Albuquerque had a radio club 
that met 3rd Sundays of the 
month.  I attended the January 
meeting and joined that month. 
The club had only been formed 
the previous year.  The meet-
ings were held at a church on 
the northwest corner of Tram-
way and Wyoming. Back then, 
that area was isolated and main-
ly vacant land.  Now, that area 
is heavily developed with many 
stores, and I am not sure the 
church building even exists 
anymore. When the church 
where we met merged with 
another church, we had to find 
another location to meet. John 
Estock arranged for us to meet 
at Kaseman but we needed to 
change our meetings to the 2nd 
Sunday of the month, which are 
the same place and time we 
meet today. 

I can not remember everyone at 
my first meeting but those I 
remember meeting early on 
were Geoff Shearer who was 
the president, Bill Shultz who 
founded the club, Mike Ander-
son and Don Adamson-both in 
the Air Force, Jim Stueber who 
clearly knew a lot about repair-
ing radios, Lars Roose who I 
remember saying in his intro-
duction to think of Moose when 
saying his last name, Steve 
Shepard, John Estock, George 
Cortelyou, Frank Franowski, 
Ed Brady, Ken Shipley, Ed 
Sage, and Wendy Shearer. At 
my first meeting, people talked 
about finding radios at the flea 
market held every weekend at 
the Fairground, so guess where 
I started going.  While I would 
usually see Geoff Shearer, Mike 
Anderson, Don Adamson, and 
Lars at the flea market, I would 
occasionally land a radio jewel, 
but it always seemed Lars usual-
ly scored any big finds. 

A few days after my first 
NMRCC meeting, I saw Lars in 
the parking lot near the build-
ing where I had an office at 
Sandia. Lars and I frequently 
left work about the same time, 
and we would talk radios in the 
parking lot. At the time I con-
centrated on getting old radios 
to work well and would only 
do minor repairs to the cabi-
nets.  Lars encouraged me with 
my early cabinet restorations 
and taught me some of his tech-
niques. I also learned many 
cabinet restoration tips from 
NMRCC club presentations by 
Ed Brady, Frank Franowski and 
Geoff Shearer. Lars also ar-
ranged for me to see Ed Sage’s 
radio collection which was 
probably the world’s nicest 
collections of mirrored radios.  
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Ed was very selective who he 
showed his collection to, and I 
feel fortunate to have seen it.  A 
few years ago because of deteri-
orating health, Ed’s collection 
was auctioned off by Estes Auc-
tions. 

Like now, the early club meet-
ings had a tailgate swap meet 
before the meeting, but it 
seemed many more members 
brought items to sell. . It also 
seemed a larger percentage of 
the people at the meetings were 
actively collecting and restoring 
radios. The actual meeting was 
very similar to those today. 
There was also a little radio 
trading at the end of the meet-
ing, and auctions were occa-
sionally conducted either dur-
ing or after the meting.  I can 
remember Steve Shepard bring-
ing a Zenith 7G605 Bomber 
Transoceanic to either the 2nd 
or 3rd meeting I attended.  He 
bought it at a Hamfest for 5 or 
10 bucks, and the club auc-
tioned it for $185. It was the 
first 7G605 I had seen first 
hand. I was used to getting TOs 
in Oklahoma for $20-to-$40, 
but I still kick myself for drop-
ping out at $160 for the bomb-
er.  It was also at either my 2nd 
or 3rd meeting that I was re-
cruited to do the club newslet-
ters that I did for two separate 
multiple-year stints. After a few 
months, the club seemed to 
have auctions more frequently 
that occurred right after the 
main meeting. Shortly after 
starting to meet at Kaseman, 
we changed the auction to be 
before the meeting as it was too 
difficult to haul things from the 
parking lot to our meeting 
room. 

I remember my first club picnic 

which was at George Shute’s’ 
place where I met others in the 
club like the Santa Fe-ers: Andy 
Baron, Dan Mason, Stan Fran-
owsky, and Ric Easley.  I remem-
ber picking up a very nice Zenith 
Chairside and a 12-tube Zenith 
black dial console at my first pic-
nic auction.  In the early years, 
we had one picnic a year, and we 
would have it catered by Rudy 
BBQ.  We later decided to go 
cheaper in order to have both a 
spring and fall picnic. 

Many of the early members are 
still active NMRCC members. 
Some have passed on like Bill 
Shultz, Joe Knight and Dan Ma-
son. Some have moved to outside 
New Mexico like Mike Anderson 
(Colorado Springs), Geoff and 
Wendy Shearer (Washington DC 
area-Geoff is the president of the 
Mid Atlantic Radio Club), 
George Shute (Arkansas), and 
Ken Shipley (Arizona). A few 
members’ interests have moved 
to non-radio areas, and they are 
no longer members. 

The club has grown since its early 
years by collectors moving to 
New Mexico, local radio collec-
tors learning of the club, and new 
people developing an interest in 
radios, but the number of mem-
bers seemed to have stayed fairly 
constant over the past ten years 
or so.  Our meetings today are 
very similar to those when I 
joined the club in 1996. I really 
enjoy our meetings, the experi-
ences everyone shares and the 
great people we have as mem-
bers.  While some states might 
have much larger radio clubs, I 
am not sure the members have 
any more fun. We should feel 
fortunate to have such a great 
club in New Mexico. 

Recollect ions Ear ly  NMRCC Meet ings By Chuck Burch 



It was a fine Sunday, slight-
ly windy but bright outside. 
Mark and Lynn were so 
gracious to have all of us at 
their home at once. Sure 
the talk was all about the 
hundreds of beautifully re-
stored radios, juke boxes 
and such from the "roaring 
twenties" and all through 
the 50's. The Toppo collec-
tion is by far World Class, 
no junk allowed. Yes, it's 
out in the garage.  

At 12:57 the food arrived 
from Rudy's 3 minutes early 
and Lynn and company set 
up a full array of sliced bris-
ket, turkey, sausage, pork 
loin, meatballs by Ron 
Monty, and all sorts of sides 
like green chile stew, potato 
salad, and more. Costco 
provided a huge Christmas 
cake and assortment of 
cookies. John Anthes 
brought the wine and soft 
drinks; surely I forgot some 
items. All that and our 
treasury is fine .. so don't 
forget to send your $20 an-
nual club fee to Richard 
who among many other 
things is our Treasurer this 
coming year. As President 
John Anthes did a great job 
and I am certain he will be 
happy to turn the reins over 
to David Wilson who did an 
outstanding term previous-
ly. 

As always we had the auc-
tion, abbreviated as it was, 
by Chuck Burch who just 
returned from Eastern Eu-
rope and Germany. Nor-
mally some folks donate 
sales proceeds to the club 
and that helps us along and 
they escape the 5% sales 
fee. No presentations were 

made at this meeting by 
design. We moved around 
having table conversations 
that seemed very appropri-
ate. We have members 
who can tell you what the 
tube compliment is for 
many types of radios from 
memory; just ask Les Da-
vidson for example. I was 
curious as to how to repair 
a cabinet where some of 
the veneer had peeled off. I 
got an instant course by 
being shown specific how-
to examples. We have 
amazing collective exper-
tise. 

Mark brought in an early 
30's British table radio that 
was pretty unique, inas-
much as the construction 
was so elegantly designed. 
The speaker was a thing of 
beauty for a table radio that 
he had already finished the 
cabinet for. This 4 tube re-
gen model still worked but 
needs restoration of the 
electronics.   

Ahh, Richard is back from 
his vacation in New York 
City next to Central Park. 
He brought his camera so 
maybe he will share some 
photos with us. He let us 
know that he will continue 
to publish the newsletter, 
providing he gets member 
INPUT.  

~John Hanahs 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

December 15th “Holiday 
Party at Mark and Lynn’s 
Home ”  is the monthly 
gathering for our end-of-
year 2019 celebration. Our 
meeting will start with a ca-
tered holiday meal and pot-
luck, a visual reminder of 
the Toppo’s wonderful radio 
collection, many engaging 
discussions, and finishing 
up (weather permitting) with 

an auction. I have an item 
or two to bring that includes 
a 1935, 11-tube, RCA c11-
1 console donated by a 
family in Santa Fe. (Has an 
eye-tube, Chuck!)  

  

There is only one topic of 
business to consider, an 
important one for sure. The 
December meeting is when 
our club nominates and 
votes on the members who 
will fill the NMRCC Board 
roles for the coming year. 
Please consider candi-
dates. For me, personally, I 
must release the position 
as 2019 President since I 
have accepted the role as 
2020 returning President of 
the Coronado Thunderbirds 
retirees Club. See: https://
www.coronadothunderbirds
.com/  

This is also a time for me to 
recall how my interest in 
Radio collecting began 
starting with (incurable Vi-
rus passed along) the pas-
sion and deep interest of 
my dad, Jacob Anthes.   

I have a treasured Photo of 
Dad with the 10-tube home-
brew radio he built on his 
bench when he was 16 
years old. As a German 
immigrant, he attended a 
technical High School be-
fore heading to island- hop 
through the South Pacific 
during WW-II.  And after 
returning he opened a radio 
and TV repair shop in Mil-
waukee WI where he heard 
first-hand the complaints of 
owners concerning time 
spent (and money charged) 
during visits to repair the 
sets in their home.  Dad 
decided to invent, patent, 
and manufacture the self-
service tube tester. This is 
when I grew up cleaning 
the machine tools, sweep-

December 15, 2019 NMRCC Meeting   by Secretary John Hanahs and John Anthes 
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ing floors, and earning 
money hauling metal 
chips in my coaster 
wagon across town to 
the Louie Lorman scrap 
yard in Fort Atkinson, 
WI.  

So, it was a natural ex-
tension for me to join 
the NMRCC in 1996 
here in Albuquerque. 
Notably, I have been 
asked on a couple of 
occasions to serve as 
the President.  It has 
been my pleasure!  

~John Anthes 

 

 



  

This is another exam-
ple of Sencore's un-
der-engineered and 
over-hyped 
'professional' test 
gear, proudly 'made 
right' in the USA. 
     The 1st indica-
tion of potential 
problems is the phys-
ical size and weight 
of this tester; puny 
compared to any Hick-
ok or even B&K.  De-
signed to test modern 
tubes (no 4, 5 or 6 
pin tubes), Sencore 
boasts it will weed 
out tubes that will 
fail in the future; 
how?  It has an ultra
-sensitive grid leak-
age test that will 
detect leakage at 
over 100 megohms, 
while most other 
testers are in the 1-
5 megohm range. 
     Is any grid 
leakage indicative of 
a tube's ultimate de-
mise?  Maybe; maybe 
not.  But this leads 
us to the glaring 
fault of all the Sen-
core TC Series test-
ers: the woefully un-
der-sized transform-
ers and the fact that 
there is absolutely 
no way to control 
filament voltage.  
None. 
     As designed, the 
TC-162 will supply 
6.94 volts AC to the 
filaments of a 6L6GC 
with my line voltage 
of 122; this is 10% 
over normal.  On 

tubes that draw 150 
or 300ma the voltage 
is close to 15% above 
what it should be.  
For 12 volt tubes 
(12.6 v), the 11-14 
setting is used but 
its output is 13.54 
under load--almost a 
full volt over nor-
mal.  By the way, 
Sencore claims these 
tube tester will op-
erate on 105 to 130 
volts--yikes! 
     Unfortunately, 
this flaw actually 
causes a grid leakage 
reading in many tubes 
under test; 1st tube 
tested was a 12SK7 
that was a known good 
tube yet after 15-20 
seconds showed mas-
sive grid leakage.  
Makes you wonder just 
how many good tubes 
went to the landfill. 
     The obvious so-
lution is to control 
line voltage, but 
monitoring filament 
voltage is necessary 
because of the vast 
range of heater cur-
rents.  I decided to 
install a line rheo-
stat of 250 ohms on 
the primary of the 

transformer.  It 
barely fit and the 
only open location 

The Sencore TC-162 Tube Tester by John Estock Dec 2019 
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available was not to 
my liking, but func-
tionality won out 
over aesthetics.  
Next I needed to de-
sign a line adjust 
circuit using the ex-
isting 1ma meter; 
simple enough by tak-
ing the 6.3 volt 
winding, rectifying 
and filtering, then 
running the output to 
the meter through a 
ten-turn control--
this gives a mid-
meter reading (.5ma) 
when the voltage is 
actually 6.30 volts.  
This is accurate even 
when testing 12, 35 
and 50 volt tubes.  
Of course, this cir-
cuit needs to be iso-
lated from the FET 
drive transistor, so 
a dual micro switch 
was used.   
      During careful 
inspection, I discov-
ered that one of the 
load resistors had 
never been soldered 
at the factory, so 
the highest 3 load 
ranges may have given 
inaccurate readings 
over the years.  So 
much for Sencore's 
stellar reputation. 
 
     Now this TC-162 
is a decent emissions 
tester. 
 
~John Estock 
 



The New Mexico Radio Collectors Club is a non-profit organization founded 
in 1994 in order to enhance the enjoyment of collecting and preservation of 
radios for all its members. 

NMRCC meets the second Sunday of the month at Que Lab, on 680 Haines 
ABQ at 1:30 pm.  Visitors Always Welcomed. 
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New Mexico Radio Collectors Club 
Charles Burch (Membership inquiries) 

39 Chaco Loop 
Sandia Park, NM 87047 

EE-Mail: rmajestic@msn.com 
Phone: 575 521-0018 
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http://www.newmexicoradiocollectorsclub.com/  


