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Next NMRCC Meeting February 11th  
Theme: Pre-1930 radios  

Anyone have any idea what a ballpark fair market value would be for a  Sherwood S3000 Mark IV Stereo version in excellent cosmetic 
condition restored by RadioX a few years ago is worth...thanks 

SHERWOOD Model S-3000 IV FM/MX (Circa 1962)  by David Wilson 

As  a child growing up in the late 
1950s and ‘60s, we remember se-

lective things. The four things about my 
father that I remember are music (which I 
equate to his 1950s Hi-Fi equipment and his 
later 1960s stereo equipment), Beethoven, 
high-end movie and photography equip-
ment, and Chrysler Imperials with Hemi 
engines.  He subscribed to Stereo Review 
and Consumer Reports, and read everything 
about something before he went out and 
bought his hi-fis, cameras, or cars.  
 
In the winter of 1962, my father came home 
with a new component to his hi-fi system. I 
remember the day like it was yesterday. It 
was a Sherwood Model S-3000 IV FM tun-
er, which was to be added to his other hi-fi 
components at the time.  
 

I have been working over the years to recre-
ate my father’s original hi-fi system that he 
started to build in the mid 1950s and his 
later 1960s hi-fi stereo 
system.  
 
The Sherwood 3000 IV 
FM tuner I acquired a 
few months ago is the 
exact tuner my  
father acquired in 1962, 
when I was five years 
old. These tuners were 
considered great stereo 
tuners for the time. In 
1962, at the very top of 
the list of tuners were 
McIntosh, H.H. Scott, and Fisher tuners. 
The Sherwood 3000 IV FM tuner was con-
sidered a good performance tuner for the 

(Continued on page Four) 
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Grigsby-Grunow Majestic 1933 
extension speaker for 66 GGM car 
radio 

 

1954 McIntosh MC60 
with Gold Lion KT88 at 
69 Watts out 

Underside of a EH 
Scott Allwave 27 
with new Chinese 
capacitors installed. 

Tad’s Radio and TV Shop 
By John Hannahs 
It was 1949 and I was in the 
eighth grade. The war was 
over and the GI’s came home. 
Some were trained electronics 
technicians, like Tadao Ki-
mura who started “Tad’s TV 
and Radio”. Tad had a prob-

lem as he was thought to be an ex POW 
from the other side. Dad had sent me to 

Tad’s to get his car radio fixed. I took it into 
the store and met Tad who seemed just fine 
to me. I explained the situation and he said, 
“why don’t WE fix it”? Soon we had the 
radio hooked up to a 6 volt battery. 
 
“See, it doesn’t hum and that means the vi-
brator is dead”. So, he explained to me what 
the vibrator did and how to replace it. We 
also tested the tubes and we found a bad 
one. An hour later I learned that Tad was 

from the US Army and he was in a special 
forces group that went inside Japanese tanks 
and pulled out the bodies and all of the 
printed information he could find. He did 
the translation and informed his superiors 
what to expect next. So now I see Tad as a 
Good Guy who helped us win the war. He 
also offered me a part time job for after 
school and Saturdays. He explained that I 
would sweep the floors, test tubes that cus-

(Continued on page Six) 
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The NMRCC Meeting Record  

NMRCC January 14, 2018 Meeting 
Minutes by Chuck Burch 
 
This month's pre-meeting auction in-
cluded a nice tube tester, a box of 
what appeared to be mainly NOS 
tubes, a box of vintage cameras, a cou-
ple of 1930s radios that went at really 
bargain prices and miscellaneous parts 
and test equipment. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 
approximately 2:00PM by president 
David Wilson.  Three visitors were 
introduced: Johnny Joseph, Lynn Wil-
son and past club member Rex 
Meador.  Club members gave a "2-
minute description" of their current 
electronic projects.  
 
The monthly theme was old loud-
speakers and microphones. John An-
thes gave an excellent presentation on 
the historical development of loud-
speakers. Richard Majestic showed his 
Grisby-Grunow extension speaker for 
the 1933 Majestic Twin-Six automo-
bile radio. He also demonstrated a 
Kuman multifunction meter available 
on Amazon for around $15.  David 
Wilson showed his mid 1920s Ellis 
Lab carbon microphone on a cast met-
al stand. Chuck Burch showed his 
1920/30s carbon microphones: an Uni-
versal model BB microphone he ob-
tained many years ago when the mi-
crophone was donated for the club 
auction by now-deceased NMRCC 
member Verm Thackery,  an Ameri-
can model EL microphone that he got 
at a junk store in Elk City, OK,  and a 
Little Wonder microphone which al-
lowed users to talk, sing, or play in-
struments through their 1930s radios.  
Don Menning discussed how a horn 
amplifies sound and showed various 
telephones, speakers and microphones.  
Mark Toppo showed his rare O'Neil 
speaker. John Estock showed his very 
nice Tempo 20 repwood speaker. Les 
Davidson demonstrated his 1963 Sears 
Silvertone 3039 AM clock intercom 
radio. John Anthes was chosen for the 
Best-of-Show honor. 
 
New Business: David Wilson dis-
cussed the results of the survey con-
ducted last December on our newslet-
ter and club meeting. Members very 
much like the newsletter and wanted it 
to be continued on a monthly basis. 
Top items that member liked with our 
meetings were guest speakers, work-
shops, 2-minute project descriptions 
and special presentations.  
 

NMRCC Officers for 2018 

• David Wilson: President 

• Mark Toppo: Vice President 

• Richard Majestic: Treasurer 

•  Secretary: Chuck Burch 

• Membership: John Anthes 

• Ron Monty Director 

• Ray Truijillo Director 

• Ed Brady Director 

• Richard Majestic: Newsletter Editor 
(President pro-tem) 

Creating the newsletter takes considerable 
efforts and help is needed to supply arti-
cles. Volunteers were recruited to write 
an article for the following months: Feb-
ruary-David Wilson, March-Chuck 
Burch, April-John Hannahs, May-Don 
Menning, June-Les Davidson, July-Mark 
Toppo, August-Rick Harris, September-
Chuck Burch, October-David Wilson, 
November-John Estock and December to 
be determined. All members are encour-
aged to submit additional articles when-
ever they can.  
 
Options for the spring picnic were dis-
cussed.  David Wilson plans to check into 
the possibility of having a catered picnic 
at the Nuclear Museum. If that does not 
work out, the backup plan is to have it at 
Don Menning's place. 
 
Chuck Burch suggested the club consider 
creating a plague for Ralph Goddard's 
pioneering KOB radio station and having 
it installed at the station's location at New 
Mexico State University. David Wilson 
volunteered to check on the cost and the 
possibility of installing it at NMSU. 
Chuck Burch made a motion to approve 
proceeding with the plague as long as the 
cost is not exorbitant.  Don Menning se-
conded the motion, and the motion was 
approved. 
 
David Wilson discussed the possibility of 
the club sponsoring a radio swap meet 
open to the public that we advertise and 
hopefully get participation from  sur-
rounding areas. Don Menning volun-
teered to see if we could hold such an 
event in the Quelab parking lot. David 
Wilson volunteered to help advertise the 
event but said we need a volunteer to be 
chairman for the event.  Further discus-
sion for the swap meet will be done at 
next month's meeting.  
 
Les Davidson announced the Winter Ham 
Tailgate will be held at Stoneface Tavern 
on January 27. 
 
Treasurer Richard Majestic announced 
that after paying all of our expenses for 
2017, we have $6,270.16. Unless you are 
a lifetime member, 2018 club dues of $20 
need to be paid to Richard Majestic.  
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 
3:20. ~ 

 NMRCC 2018 MEETING DATES 
  
February 11th Pre-1930 radios  
March 11th Early FM Stereo receivers, 

amplifiers, and other vintage audio equip-
ment  
April 15th Homebuilt crystal, tube, and 

transistor sets  
May 20th Spring Picnic @ Steeple-
chase Park, Coney Island NY 
June 10th Atwater Kent tube radio sets  
July 8th Store-branded radio sets 

(Airline, Trutone, Airchief, Silvertone and 
etc  
August 12th Wild Card Sunday 
September 9th One-tube radios  
October 14th Fall Ribeye Steak Pic-
nic (Majestic’s)  
November 11th Old test equipment, 

tube testers, RF signal generators, oscillo-
scopes, bridges, meters and etc  
December 9th Holiday Party 



 Three 

 From The President’s Desk 
 

 
 
I would like to thank our members for 
attending the January meeting. This was 
one of our largest attended meetings in 
some time, with close to 20 people pre-
sent. We had a past and new member as 
well as a new visitor sat the meeting. It’s 
good to see some new and old faces at 
our meetings. I continue to encourage 
everyone to bring or invite new members 
to our monthly meetings. 

 
A special thanks goes out to everyone 
who signed up at our last meeting who 
agreed to submit stories for our 2018 
newsletter. Your story contributions real-
ly help the newsletter to continue to 
grow. I’m looking forward to reading 
everyone’s stories in the coming months.  
 
It was decided at the January meeting 
that we would be holding our Spring 
Picnic at the National Atomic Museum 
in Albuquerque. I will keep everyone 
posted on the details as I get them in. 
This should be a great picnic with a 
guided tour of the museum.   
 
Next month, our theme is pre-1930s ra-
dios, and I would like to remind every-
one that has not paid their 2018 dues to 
get them to John Athens at the February 
meeting, or mail them in to: Richard 
Majestic, 5460 Superstition Dr., Las 
Cruces, NM 88011. 
 
See you at our next meeting! 
 
~ David Wilson  

Auction items, a RCA 60 in a 33 battery case, Atwater Kent console, all sold cheap 
Theme for January was Antique Microphones and Speakers 
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Sparton 558 Sled 

 

$160 retail price (less the wood case).  The S3MX 
multiplex circuit adapter is built in, which is neces-
sary to convert the tuner to stereo. The tuner was 
often compared to the higher-end stereo tuners in its 
time. The Sherwood 3000 IV FM tuner was known 
for its brilliance in tone at the high end, giving the 
listener a very clear, “lively” sound in its stereo op-
eration with good channel separation and an AFC 
system that keeps the set tuned, avoiding channel 
drift. The tuner includes the EM84 tuning tube 
along with nine other tubes. The set has a 6BS8 in 
the RF amplifier section, a 6CB6A FM mixer tube, 
and a 6AU6 is also use in the first IF stage. A 6AU6 
is used as the first and second limiters and a 6AU8 
is used as the third limiter.  
 
This Sherwood 3000 IV FM tuner was purchased 
for less than $50 and was in like-new condition cos-
metically. It came with the original owner’s manual, 
which I remember as a kid from my father’s tuner. 
The restoration on the Sherwood consisted of a 
complete re-cap and some of the audio tubes, as 
well as the EM84 tuning tube. It is currently being 
use in my workshop stereo hi-fi system.  
 
~David Wilson  

(Continued from page One) 

SHERWOOD Model S-3000 IV FM/MX BROCHURE 

SHERWOOD Model S-3000 IV FM/MX (Circa1962) 

SHERWOOD Model S-3000 IV FM/MX (Circa 1962)  by David Wilson 

SHERWOOD Model S-3000 IV FM/MX SCHEMATIC  
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The Most Memorable Audio Receivers of the Last 50 Years 

Two-Channel Simplicity: The Good Old Days 

   

Fisher 500-T 

The Fisher 500-T receiver from around 1965-ish was a hugely important unit in the evolution of American hi-fi. Fisher 
and H.H. Scott were the two most prominent U.S. manufacturers of mainstream electronics and the 500-T was Fisher’s 
first all-transistor unit. Early transistor models used germanium transistors, before superior silicon parts were available. 
Germanium transistors had narrower bandwidth, less gain and were not particularly reliable, giving the first transistor 
units a somewhat shaky reputation for inferior sound and questionable quality. 

Of particular interest is this ad’s headline, boasting that it’s a “90-Watt” receiver. 90 watts how? Per channel? 45 per 
channel, so 90 watts total? At what level of distortion? Over what bandwidth? Both channels driven simultaneously or 
only a single channel driven? 

This is how it was done in those days: Let the buyer beware! 

Way back in the ’60 s and early ’70 s, before the FTC stepped in (1974) and made all the stereo manufacturers clean 
up their deceptive advertised wattage ratings, companies would use all kinds of ratings.  

 

There was Continuous or RMS, but since this was the smallest, least-impressive number, it was always listed last, in 
small print, if listed at all. 

Double the RMS was “Dynamic” or “Peak” or “Music” power—the rationale being that an amplifier could likely deliver 
about double its continuous rating on a temporary peak in the music. 
 
Borrowed from: http://www.audioholics.com/audio-amplifier/the-most-memorable-audio-receivers-of-all-time  

In 1974, FTC stepped in to make stereo manufacturers clean up their deceptive wattage ratings. 

http://www.audioholics.com/audio-amplifier/the-most-memorable-audio-receivers-of-all-time/Fisher.jpg/image_view_fullscreen
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tomers would bring in and that he would teach me 
how to fix radios and TV’s. On going home I gave the 
radio back to dad and his first question was “how 
much do I owe him”. I said “nothing” and I explained 
the job offer and his concern was how do I do my 
school work. I had to promise that I would bring 
home good grades and so now I had a job at age13. 
 
It was a good exchange as I was small enough to 
climb under dash boards and remove car radios for 
repair, as Tad said it reminded him of those tanks in 
places like Okinawa. I helped create the image of Tad 
as war hero because the customers always wanted to 
know who’s side he was on. I tested and sold many 
tubes. I learned how to resolder pins on tubes, so they 
would light up again. I became pretty good with the 
volt-ohm meter. I learned how to test and replace 
capacitors and other parts. I stayed with Tad much of 
my high-school years and helped him install TV an-
tennas and make house calls, some by myself. The 
essential thing was learning how to read schematics 
for individual TV’s and radios. Tad had all of the 
Sam’s Photofacts that basically gave you all of the 
clues you needed to restore a radio or TV. 
 
I learned how to give customers estimates and how to 
fill out repair tickets and remind them not to lose the 
stub. All-in-all it was good training for my future in 
Naval Air and onward to college as an engineering 
student. Sadly, in some respects those days are gone, 
probably forever. Economics, automation, and the 
complexity of electronics have changed things. When 
it breaks it is normally discarded. Even if it never 
breaks it is still discarded because it becomes obso-
lete. A new one is normally cheaper and does more. 
People like myself become unofficial custodians of 
the past. Maybe it’s a good thing for folks to see and 
understand how we got to where we are today. Many 
of us have migrated into the world of computers. 
Somewhere along the road we took courses in pro-
gramming and computer design. We see the same 
thing happening now. We need new hardware and 
software often, maybe every 3 or 4 years. Closets 
become loaded with old hardware that we tend to 
keep simply because that hard drive is loaded with so 
many secrets and things of the past. My suggestion 
would be to fire that old hunk of iron up and transfer 
the needed data to a memory stick. Remove the old 
hard drive and give it electric drill treatment. Oh well, 
I eventually went on to work for Apple where I met 
guys who were far more brilliant than I could imag-
ine. The only common thread was that we were mav-
ericks and didn’t mind learning new things and the on
-going mistakes that normally occur. I joined Apple 
just before the Mac was introduced and as a new em-
ployee I got to meet most of the company founders 
like Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak. The Woz was my 
favorite as he was a super maverick escapee from HP. 
We were both pilots and I really felt for him when he 
crashed his plane and nearly killed himself. As far as 
I could tell his greatest contribution at Apple was the 
brilliant design of the hard drive interface of the Ap-
ple 2 computer. He is still out there doing wild and 
crazy things. Still, working for Tad with him as my 
mentor was the best and greatest. 
 
~ John Hannahs 
 

Audio Tube Factories 2018 

JJ/Tesla 
 
The Tesla factory in Czechoslovakia was one of the oldest factories 
in the world producing vacuum tubes since the mid 1920s. In 1994, 
after relocating Tesla factory equipment and many of its experi-
enced engineers to the Slovak Republic, JJ Electronic began devel-
opment and production of vacuum tubes. Since that time, JJ has 
successfully introduced many tube types into production and today 
produces more tube types than any other factory. All these products 
have been safety certified for use around the world and are well 
known throughout. We carefully match these tubes ourselves; they 
can be purchased as pairs, quads and in some types as sextets. 
 

Winged C 
 
JSC Svetlana is a Russian company that owns and operates the 
Svetlana factory in St. Petersburg, Russia, which has been making 
vacuum tubes for almost 100 years. This factory's tubes are sold 
under the brand names Winged C and SED in the U.S. This factory 
produces the highest quality vacuum tubes made today. 
See www.wingedc.com for more information. We carefully match 
these tubes ourselves; they can be purchased as pairs, quads and in 
some types as sextets. 
 

Xpo-pul / Saratov, Russia 
 
The Xpo-pul factory (formerly part of Reflector) in Saratov, Russia 
is an entirely different Russian company that makes vacuum tubes 
for an American corporation that controls the Sovtek, and Electro-
Harmonix names. In addition to the Svetlana brand tubes sold in the 
United States, current production Tung-Sol and Mullard brands are 
also made in this factory. (For more information, 
see www.wingedc.com.) We carefully match these tubes ourselves; 
they can be purchased as pairs, quads and in some types as sextets. 
 

Shuguang, China 
 
The Shuguang factory in China is officially known as Shuguang 
Electron Group Co., Ltd, a well known large-scale enterprise of the 
electron industry in China, founded in 1958. Valve Art and Golden 
Dragon brands are produced in the Shuguang factory as well as 
generic Chinese/Sino tubes. In the past Chinese tubes were thought 
to be of low quality, but today the quality of Chinese tubes is great-
ly improved and they are frequently found in large manufacturers' 
amplifiers. We carefully match these tubes ourselves; they can be 
purchased as pairs, quads and in some types as sextets. 
 
From Mike Klassy at AES/Tubes and more/Amplified Parts 
 

The Genalex Gold Lion 
 
The current Gold Lion 6550/KT88 are from Russia,and don’t know 
which builder but they are very good quality tubes and most in 
matched groups are closely matched well. Not so with the 12AX7 
tubes, they are poorly matched and one triode might be 1900 umhos 
and the other 1250 umhos. I needed 6– 12AX7s for my Marantz 7 
pre-amplifier and I had to buy 12 in order to find six good enough 
to put in my Marantz 7. 
 
~ R Majestic 

http://www.wingedc.com/
http://www.wingedc.com/
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McIntosh MC 60 test Results PsVane KT88/6550 and GZ34/5AR4 Tubes (new) 
 
Right channel 

 
 

Left channel SN: 4374 

 
 

*-new Genalex Gold Lion GZ34/5AR4 tubes with new Psvane KT88/6550 Chinese tubes 
**-Genalex Gold Lion GZ34/5AR4 tubes with used ~100hours Genalex Gold Lion KT88/6550 Russian tubes 
***-new 5U4GB NOS RCA tubes with Psvane KT88/6550 new tubes 
 
Conclusion: 
The Psvane KT88 are good tubes at $370 for 4-tubes, seem reliable with -51VDC bias voltage. The used Russian Genalex Gold 

Lion KT88/6550 are better tubes and I’ll keep a set of spares. 

B+ Frequency THD Out V Power Out Rect tubes AC Volt-

437VDC NL 1KHz 0.15% 23VAC 66.1 Watts GZ34* 117.4VAC 

407VDC FL 10kHz 0.20% 22.8VAC 64.0 GZ34* 117.4 

406VDC FL 1kHz 0.10% 23.1VAC 66.7 Watts GZ34* 117.4 

              

364VDC FL 1kHz 0.28% 21.0VAC 55.1 Watts 5U4GB*** 117.4 

              

B+ Frequency THD Out V Power Out Rect tubes AC Voltage 

430VDC NL 1kHz 0.14% 23.1VAC 66.7 Watts GZ34* 116.5VAC 

407VDC FL 10kHz 0.13% 22.7VAC 64.4 Watts GZ34* 116.5VAC 
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The New Mexico Radio Collectors Club is a non-profit organization founded 
in 1994 in order to enhance the enjoyment of collecting and preservation of 
radios for all its members. 

NMRCC meets the second Sunday of the month at The Quelab at 680 Haines 
Ave NW , Albuquerque NM ,1:00PM meetings start.  Visitors Always Wel-
comed. 

 
NMRCC NEWSLETTER 

THIS PUBLICATION IS THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW 

MEXICO RADIO COLLECTORS CLUB. INPUT FROM ALL MEMBERS 
ARE SOLICITED AND WELCOME ON 20TH OF THE PRECEDING 

MONTH.   RICHARD MAJESTIC PRO-TEMP NEWSLETTER EDITOR, 
SEND ALL SUBMISSIONS IN WORD FORMAT, PICTURES IN *.JPG 

FORMAT TO: RMAJESTIC@MSN.COM 
 

N E W  M E X I C O  R A D I O  

C O L L E C T O R S  C L U B  

New Mexico Radio Collectors Club 
Richard Majestic (Membership inquiries) 

5460 Superstition Drive 
Las Cruces  NM  88011 

E-Mail: ronmonty@comcast.net 
Phone: 505 281-5067 

E-Mail: rmajestic@msn.com 
Phone: 575 521-0018 

FOR INFORMATION CHECK THE INTERNET  

http://www.newmexicoradiocollectorsclub.com/  

USPS Stamp  

Stuffing Capacitors: Radio Restoration 
 
Email sent: Richard Majestic 
after finding that paragraph from two furniture restorers and watch-
ing the two guys from PBS, Antiques Road show, the consensus is 
that furniture restoration on a very old piece is the dumbest thing 
you can do and halves its value. I think, that’s the best reason not 
to put Chinese capacitors in the old paper and pour wax in it. In 
fact, you’ve tried, with much effort to deceive the new owner of 
the originality of the old radio. 
  
Be honest, don’t fix the radio or if you want it to work, put the Chi-
nese capacitors and metal film resistors in and enjoy listening to 
the radio. I now think, more than before, only fools will stuff Chi-
nese capacitors in the old sleeves, who are they trying to fool.  
 
Reply: David Wilson 
Yep... you see this currently going at Barrett Jackson and Mecum 
auto auctions where the guy does a grown up restoration on his car 
and never gets the money put in the car out of it when it sells. Ra-
dio values are going down, even on the rare ones like the 1000z. 
My AW 27 was $7300, Norman paid $17,000 for the same radio as 
mine except it had a Presto cutter with the RC-1 changer. The Pres-
to cutter is not worth an extra $9,700. In 2002 the AW 27 in my 
cabinet went for $23,000. They are going down in value.  I agree 
with you it does not make since to spend another 20 hours on stuff-
ing radio capacitors. You will not get an extra $4000 or $5000 for 
the radio, you just lost that money or time you spent. 

 


