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Next NMRCC Meeting November 12th 
Theme: Little known radio manufacturers 

This article is about one of the finest AM radios ever made, with the only exception the AM Scott Philharmonic. It’s also my 
contention that these two radios would be considered the best radios ever made if it wasn’t for the poor quality Magnavox 
speakers Scott used. The 25-tube Zenith’s Stratosphere used two Jensen A12 series as did McMurdo Silver. I intend to do 
an article on the speakers and the manufacturers, including the re-coning of some great 12” speakers from Jensen. 

E. H. Scott’s High Fidelity Sound Legacy  by David Wilson  

We  left off in September’s 
newsletter on the subject of 

E.H. Scott and his efforts to sell radios 
with strategically located listening sa-
lons in major cities around the country. I 
had concluded that what we were see-
ing in 1936/37 with these Scott high-
end custom-built radios was the birth of 
the hi-fi component system.  
 
The person that really brought it all to-
gether for E.H. Scott in order for the 
company to raise the bar for radio 
sound and performance was Murray 
Clay. He arrived at E.H. Scott Laborato-
ries at the end of 1934, but before com-
ing to Scott, Clay worked as an electri-
cal engineer for RCA in their Licensing 
Laboratory where his job was to help 
the companies that held RCA licenses 
to produce better-performing radios. 
Clay’s work at RCA gave him a founda-
tion in the methods of how to increase 
radio performance. He would go on to 
help developed the Allwave 23, Allwave 
27, the 40 to 50-tube Quaranta custom 
models, and the first version of the Phil-
harmonic—some of E.H. Scott’s most 
successful radios.  
 
From working in the RCA Licensing La-

boratory, Murray gained insight into 
where radio broadcast technology was 
headed in the mid-1930s, which was 
toward more powerful radio stations 
broadcasting wideband audio out to 10k 
even 16k cycles. He understood where 
broadcast technology was going from 
his days working at RCA lab. RCA intro-
duced its 44 series velocity-ribbon mi-
crophone in 1931, starting with the 44 
A, This microphone had a frequency 
response of 50 to10, 000 cycles and, by 
the mid- to late-1930s RCA had devel-
oped a subsequent version of the 44 
microphone (44 B) that had a frequency 
response in the 50 to 15,000 cycle 
range. In the same time period, Clay led 
his team  to build radios at the E.H. 
Scott Laboratory that would be some of 
the first to capitalize on the enhanced 
broadcasting RCA and others develop-
ing for the broadcast industry. The Scott 
radios developed under Murray’s direc-
tion would deliver a full range of sound 
(30 to 16,000 cycles) over the air and 
on 78 record recordings.  
 
The Allwave 23 would become Scott’s 
first full-range radio with high fidelity 
features that would capitalize on the 
changing AM broadcast technology 

(Continued on page Four) 
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The EH Scott Imperial All Wave 
(23) Full Range Hi Fidelity Radio in 
a Scott custom cabinet 

 

An Allwave 27 in the 
Waverly cabinet 

Another Allwave 23 in-
on a Napier Consolette 

 

The EH Scott Imperial All Wave (23) Full 
Range Hi Fidelity Radio, the 23 tube re-
ceiver chassis and amplifier power supply 
is housed in the rare and seldom seen Lau-
reate Grande cabinet. The Allwave 23 was 
introduced in January 1936 and Scott be-
gan deliveries in April 1936. 
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The NMRCC Fall Picnic October 15th, 2017 

.From The President’s Desk 
 
The fall picnic a couple weeks ago was 
great fun! I would like to thank our 
members who took a whole day out of 
their time and drove over 500 miles, 
round trip, to help make the picnic and 
tour of the Klipsch Museum a suc-
cess.. A special thanks goes out to 
Richard for setting up the tour of the 
museum and giving us his own tour of 
the Goddard KOB radio site.  
 

This year is coming to a close in a cou-
ple of months and I would to ask our 
members to consider serving as an 
officer in our club next year. We will 
hold nominations at the November 
meeting. Two of our club’s offices were 
unfilled last year. I have been asked to 
consider serving a second term as 
president. I will only consider doing this 
if we fill all the officer and board mem-
ber slots with nominees for our 2018 
slate that we will vote on at our De-
cember meeting, which is also our 
club’s Christmas party.  I hope some of 
you will consider filling one of these 
important positions.  
 
Also, Richard has expressed a desire 
to hand the club newsletter duties over 
to another member. Richard has done 
our newsletter for NINE years and he 
has done an outstanding job. The 
newsletter is a great bonus for our 
members. We have radio collectors 
from around the country that are mem-
bers of our club just to get our monthly 
newsletter. Doing a newsletter is a lot 
of work and because of this, I’m going 
to propose on the November meeting 
agenda that we vote on going from a 

NMRCC Officers for 2017 

• David Wilson: President 

• Mark Toppo: Vice President 

• Richard Majestic: Treasurer 

•  open Secretary 

• open Membership 

• Ron Monty Director 

• Ray Truijillo Director 

• John Anthes Director 

• John Hannahs 

• Richard Majestic: Newsletter Editor 
(President pro-tem) 

NMRCC 2017 MEETINGS 
 
November 12th Little 
known radio manufac-
turers 
December 10th Holi-
day party (Mark Top-
po’s)  

monthly newsletter to a quarterly 
newsletter that would be published 
every January, April, August, and No-
vember. If we decide to go to a quar-
terly newsletter, we would cut down 
the work by two thirds for whoever vol-
unteers to be the new editor.  
 
Please think about serving as an of-
ficer in 2018 so we can fill our slate at 
our next meeting on November 12

th
.  

 
~David Wilson  

I’m looking for a RCA 124 radio cabinet to 
use the Deco speaker grille for a custom 
cabinet for my McMurdo Silver World 
Wide Nine radio 
eMail: rmajestic@msn.com  
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Sparton 558 Sled 

 

which would allow Scott Allwave 23 radio owners to enjoy 
a fuller range on their 78 records with the radio perform-
ing in the 30 to 16,000 cycle range. Scott’s Allwave 23 
was a remarkable radio when it came to shortwave per-
formance, too. The high-fidelity qualities designed into 
the Allwave 23 for broadcast and records would also ben-
efit the radio’s performance on shortwave bands. This 
allowed Scott to capitalize on the growing interest in 
shortwave listening due to world events happening in Eu-
rope and elsewhere at the time. After almost a year of 
successful Allwave 23 sales, Scott would improve the 
radio’s performance even more by incorporating audio 
expansion technology that could be easily added to any 
Allwave 23.   
 
Back in our September newsletter, I talked about how in 
1935 and early 1936, Scott built high-end radio listening 
salons in the same markets where there were high-
powered, 10,000-cycle plus stations in operation like Chi-
cago, New York, Detroit, and Los Angeles. These mar-
kets also had a high concentration of industry and wealth-
ier people. It was in this period that Clay would take his 
technology to new highs, developing custom version radi-
os based off of Scott’s successful Allwave 23 radio tech-
nology.  
 
Under Clay’s direction, chief engineer Scott developed 
the Allwave 27 in very limited numbers and generally put 
in a single very large-cabinet radio in order to accommo-
date an automatic record changer or with a record cutter 
or both. The highly exotic 40-to-50 tube Scott Quaranta hi
-fi systems were housed in multiple cabinets, powered by 
multi-channel amplifiers with a highly complicated array of 
fidelity speakers that were configured to cover the low-, 
mid- and high-range sounds like we would later see in the 
1950s when the post-war hi-fi boom took off.  
 
Many of our club members made the annual pilgrimage 
to Las Cruces for our fall picnic this month and were able 
to see the Scott Allwave 27 now in my collection, current-
ly being restored. The irony that day of our picnic and 
tour was that members got to see an Allwave 27, one of 
the first attempts into the world of hi-fi sound, in the same 
day had the opportunity to tour the Paul Klipsch Museum 
on the campus of New Mexico State University. If you 
read Richard Majestic’s amazing story on Paul Klipsch in 
our October newsletter and took the tour of the Klipsch 
museum, you know that the museum very nicely pre-
serves the legacy of this pioneer of high-fidelity horn 
speaker sound reproduction. It occurred to me during our 
tour that Klipsch hi-fi sound was, in part, a continuation of 
the hi-fi sound work guided by chief E.H. Scott engineer 
Murray Clay and his team that created the Scott Allwave 
23, the custom Allwave 27, Quaranta and the early Phil-
harmonic model. It was E.H. Scott and McMurdo Silver 
who had the engineering expertise in the 1930’s and 
used it to capitalize on the changes going on in radio 
broadcasting at the time which  led to hi-fi sound that ex-
ploded in the 1950s and 60s. It was engineers like Paul 
Klipsch, in the 1950’s, that continued to evolve the hi-fi 
sound to the next level. Klipsch’s company is still carrying 
on that process today.  

(Continued from page One)  
I would be remiss here at the end of this story not mention that 
our tour also took us back to the 1920’s and gave us a look at 
New Mexico State University’s roll in helping pioneer radio too 
by creating KOB radio, one of the most powerful regional radio 
stations in our country during the 1920’s and the most powerful 
college radio station in the U.S. in that same time period.  
 
The E.H. Scott radio company disappeared almost 70 years 
ago but KOB radio and Klipsch speaker company, both with 
ties to New Mexico and NMSU, continue to this today and I find 
that really amazing.  
 
We are coming up on the 100

th
 anniversary of Goddard starting 

KOB radio and I hope our radio club can help lead the celebra-
tion and preservation of this special piece of New Mexico radio 
history. ~ David Wilson 

E. H. Scott’s High Fidelity Sound Legacy  by David Wilson  

1937 Scott Allwave 27, also known as a Baby Quaranta with Garrard 
RC 1 turntable. The mirror was added to see the receiver chassis 
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Above the Allwave 23 High Fidelity receiver and amplifier power supply 
chassis and a Jensen A12 speaker, the two 5” tweeters not shown 
 Below a letter from Scott April 1936 that introduced what became 
the Allwave 27 in the Ravinia Grande cabinet shown below & page 4 
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The New Mexico Radio Collectors Club is a non-profit organization founded 
in 1994 in order to enhance the enjoyment of collecting and preservation of 
radios for all its members. 

NMRCC meets the second Sunday of the month at The Quelab at 680 Haines 
Ave NW , Albuquerque NM Tailgate sale at 1:00PM meetings start at 2:00 
pm.  Visitors Always Welcomed. 

 
NMRCC NEWSLETTER 

THIS PUBLICATION IS THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW 

MEXICO RADIO COLLECTORS CLUB. INPUT FROM ALL MEMBERS 
ARE SOLICITED AND WELCOME ON 20TH OF THE PRECEDING 

MONTH.   RICHARD MAJESTIC PRO-TEMP NEWSLETTER EDITOR, 
SEND ALL SUBMISSIONS IN WORD FORMAT, PICTURES IN *.JPG 

FORMAT TO: RMAJESTIC@MSN.COM 
 

N E W  M E X I C O  R A D I O  

C O L L E C T O R S  C L U B  

New Mexico Radio Collectors Club 
Richard Majestic (Membership inquiries) 

5460 Superstition Drive 
Las Cruces  NM  88011 

E-Mail: ronmonty@comcast.net 
Phone: 505 281-5067 

E-Mail: rmajestic@msn.com 
Phone: 575 521-0018 

FOR INFORMATION CHECK THE INTERNET  

http://www.newmexicoradiocollectorsclub.com/  

USPS Stamp  

 

 

Not Worth Fixing   by Peter Ledermann     
 
My sister found it 
Left over from the sale 
It did not work 
Due to age 
And neglect 
  
So no one wanted it 
Even for a song 
Even for its uniqueness 
Not worth 
Fixing 
Like so many things   
So she gave it to me 

  
I am so busy 
With work 
And fires to put out 
Just one more broken thing 
That entropy has hold of  
And I am supposed to reign back 
Into function 
When time allows 
 But time is finite 
And the pressure is on 
So I thank her 
For the memento 
From my brother’s  
Seemingly infinite collection  

Just one more thing that 
brings her to tears 
to throw out 
if only for lack of care and attention 
  
So she gives it to me 
Yet another timepiece 
For me to put on the infinite list 
That will never get done 
  
So I stop.  
I take out the tools 
I remove the winding key, the time set 
stem, the nut, the cover 
  


