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June 11th—Meeting Will be Held at: Anderson- Abruzzo 

International Balloon Museum! 

Regarded as a classicist and a traditionalist despite a later shift to modern tastes,Teague is recognized as a critical figure in the spread 
of mid-century modernism in America.[4] He is widely known for his exhibition designs during the 1939-40 New York World's Fair, such 
as the Ford Building, and his iconic product and package designs, from Eastman Kodak's Bantam to the steel-legged Steinway piano  

Designed by Walter Dorwin Teague  by Ed Brady 

 Sparton mirrored radios, de-
signed by Walter Dorwin 
Teague, are among the most 
beautiful and sought-after radi-
os ever produced. In the mid-
thirties, Sparton, like many oth-
er manufacturers, commis-
sioned an industrial designer to 
help them design a radio that 
would have more appeal to the 
consumer; Sparton hired Wal-
ter Dorwin Teague. Teague's 
influence gave Sparton's radios 
a cool and sleek appearance. 
The ebony-lacquered wood, 
chrome accent pieces and col-
ored mirrors provided a simple 

but very modern style. The 
asymmetric, geometric shapes 
and accent designs are distinc-
tively art deco in appearance. 
The chrome strips on the 557 
and 558 radios are strongly 
reminiscent of the "speed lines" 
used in art deco illustrations of 
the period. The initial 1936 re-
lease of these radios consisted 
of the 1186 “Nocturne” (top 
left), the 566 “Bluebird” (top 
right). The 557 “Sled” (bottom 
left) was released later that year 
and the 558 “Sled” (bottom 
right) a deluxe model of the 

(Continued on page Six) 

Join us for our next NMRCC meeting on June 11th at the An-
derson- Abruzzo International Balloon Museum starting at 1 
PM.  Our meeting will be held in museum board room and 
will include a special presentation titled, “The Radio Strato-
sphere: Early Balloon Communications.” Following the 
meeting will be special guided tour of the Anderson-Abruzzo 
International Balloon Museum. If you know someone that 

would be interested in becoming a NMRCC member this 
would be a great event to invite him or her to join us. Your 
museum tour will be paid for by the club and will start at 2 
PM.  We will have a shorten meeting due to the presentation 
and tour so please be on time. Bring your spouse or a friend 
for an enjoyable afternoon. I hope to see you there! 

(Continued on page Five) 
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Stratosphere ballon June 11th 

One of the Spring Picnic 
and Sale items 

Another Walter Teague Art 
Deco design radio 

Our June 11th Meeting Will be Held at: Anderson- Abruzzo International Balloon Museum! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Dorwin_Teague#cite_note-DCrit-4
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The NMRCC Spring Picnic May 21st, 2017 

Our NMRCC spring picnic and sale was 
well attended, the food was great and no 
one got ill. The auction items were few, 
the two Freed Eisesman battery radios 
were filled with clean globe 201 tubes and 
a very nice stand went with the sale. Over 
on the far right was a 1920’s Magnavox 
with the ‘works in a drawer’, a very inter-
esting battery radio that has been changing 
members hands for some time now. 

NMRCC Officers for 2017 

• David Wilson: President 

• Mark Toppo: Vice President 

• Richard Majestic: Treasurer 

•  open Secretary 

• open Membership 

• Ron Monty Director 

• Ray Truijillo Director 

• John Anthes Director 

• John Hannahs 

• Richard Majestic: Newsletter Editor 
(President pro-tem) 

NMRCC 2017 MEETINGS 
 
June 11th Field Trip ABQ 
Balloon Museum, plus 
Presentation on Stratosphere 
radios and history 
July 9th Early plastic, catalin 
and Bakelite radios 
August 13th Radio repair 
workshop 
September 10th Unusual 
devices to stump the experts 
October 8th Fall Picnic 
(Wilson’s) Field Trip to God-
dard Hall-Klipsch NMSU 
November 12th Little 
known radio manufacturers 
December 10th Holiday 
party (Toppo’s)  

Our June 11th Meeting will be at 
Anderson- Abruzzo International Bal-
loon Museum Located at: 9201 Bal-
loon Museum Dr NE, Albuquerque, 
NM 87113 
 
Don’t miss “The Radio Stratosphere: 
Early Balloon Communications” 
Presentation! 
 

On November 11, 1935, US Army Air 
Corps Captains Orvil A. Anderson and 
Albert W. Stevens reached an altitude 
of 72,395 feet in a pressurized gondo-

Explorer II launches from the Stratobowl - Black 
Hills of South Dakota 1935 
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Some of the auction items offered at this Spring’s 
NMRCC Picnic and Sale.   Below, some of the guests 
and members enjoying the food and drink. 
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Sparton 558 Sled 

 

toshop. Photoshop is one of the most amazing com-
puter applications I own. It amazes me how much it 
can do. Given the relatively simple design of con-
centric circles and squares I was able to reproduce 
the art- work relatively 
easily with Photoshop. The 
difficult part was how to 
reproduce it onto hard-
board so that it would be rigid enough to be stood 
upright without bending. After a lot of internet 
searching for options, I realized that trying to have it 
printed directly to hardboard was too expensive. I 
finally decided that the most economical way to 
print it was to reproduce it onto poster paper and 

(Continued from page Seven) then have it mounted onto matt board. It wasn’t ideal 
but when completed it would look authentic and period 
in its form and texture. Staples provided the printing of 
the artwork onto poster board and Hobby Lobby did the 
mounting and cutting. I was able to create two for about 
$50. The base was created using 1 x 8 lumber cut to 1 x 

7 x 14. Of course, finished 1 x 8 is actually ¾” x 7.5” 
and at 3/4” thick the board looked too thin for the back-
drop size. So, I glued a ¼” piece of cherry plywood to 
the base to get the thickness up to 1”.  This turned out to 
be a plus as the cherry made a very smooth surface for 
applying the black lacquer top coat. Kinkos provided 

Designed by Walter Dorwin Teague  by Ed Brady 
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the printing of the labeling for the front 
edge of the base. After a couple of week-
ends of work, I had my display.  
 
I think it turned out very nicely and pro-
vides a great backdrop for my 409 Spar-
ton radio. It’s probably not worthy of 
Walter Teague’s artistic talent but I think 
it definitely does justice to the radio dis-

played in my office. 
 
 It turned out so well that I am working 
on creating other signs. The most recent 
is an Emerson sign to go with my Emer-
son Ingraham collection. Others are in 
the works……. 
 
~Ed Brady 

~David Wilson 

Anderson- Abruzzo International Balloon Museum 

9201 Balloon Museum Dr NE, Albuquerque, NM 87113 
 
Don’t miss “The Radio Stratosphere: Early Balloon Communica-
tions” Presentation! 

Explorer II launches from the Stratobowl - Black Hills of South Da-
kota 1935 

The original 

The recreation by Ed Brady 

Walter Dorwin Teague  by Ed Brady 
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557 with expanded engravings and a forth knob 
for tone control was release in 1937.  

 

The advertisement announcing the release of these 
radios showed four covered objects with the cap-

tion “The Style Sensation of the Radio World is 
under these covers.” It was apparently intended to 
stir curiosity and increase interest in the Teague 

designs. Although modern and unique in their de-
sign, these sets did not sell particularly well. Sur-
prising given the success that Dorwin Teague en-

joyed at Eastman Kodak. 

So, who was Walter Dorwin Teague? Walter Dorwin 
Teague started his professional career in advertising where 

he focused his creative talents on elaborate advertising illus-
trations, decorative design and typography. 
In the mid-1920s he moved into commer-

cial packaging. At 43, he established a sole 
proprietorship devoted to product and 
package design. His first big client was 

Eastman Kodak. He went on to design a 
number of well-known cameras including 
the art deco gift camera, the baby brownie 

and the Bantam Special considered a mas-
terpiece of Art Deco styling and one of the 

most popular cam-

eras ever pro-
duced.  

Designed by Walter Dorwin Teague  by Ed Brady 
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Other memorable work by Teague includes the 
Ford Building at Chicago's The Century of Pro-
gress 1933-34 fair, the Texaco exhibition hall at 
the 1935 Texas Centennial Exposition in Dallas, 
Texas, the Ford pavilion for the 1935 California 
Pacific International Exposition in Balboa Park 
in San Diego, the 1961 Civil War Centennial 
Dome in Richmond, Virginia, the US Science 
Center for the World's Fair in Seattle, as well as 
the "House of the Future" for the Festival of Gas 
at the 1964 World's Fair. 

In 1938, Sparton introduced the last of its mir-
rored radios, the Model 409-GL, a seven-sided 
"personal radio." This radio sold for $18.95 and 
was marketed as a second radio for the den or 
boudoir in the home. As Sparton tells it: "Here is 
beveled midnight blue mirror glass modeled in a 
rhythmic, modern design enriched with touches 
of silver glints and ebony black. It is a magnifi-
cent, artistic coalition of contour and colors...a 
worthy successor to the widely accepted Sparton 
Bluebird model...a radio thoughtfully designed 
to harmonize with all interiors, whether modern 
or traditional. Truly an original and imaginative 
gift whose beauty and character are too elusive 
to be trapped in words." The radio is a four-tube, 
AC-DC, super heterodyne circuit with both a 
ballast tube and a resistance line cord. The two 
feet on the radio were finished with black lac-
quer. A grey flock finish was used on the back of 
the mirror and the wooden cabinet. This provid-
ed a very unobtrusive matte finish. I was lucky 
enough to purchase a Model 409-GL a few 
months ago to compliment my Sparton Bluebird 
and my 557 sled. 
 
The first time I saw a 409-GL was in an adver-
tisement for the radio, shown below, that I found 
in one of the many radio magazines I own. Once 
I had the radio on display at home I realized that 
it would look so much better if I had the display 
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sign to go 
with it. It is 
my under-
standing that 
this display 
was given to 
dealers to ac-
cent the radio 
in their show-
rooms and 
draw custom-
ers attention 
to the radio. 

Thus, there are none available today. Or at least I have never 
seen one. 
 

Using the ad page and the dimensions of the radio itself I was 
able to come up with general dimension for the display and 
begin the process of recreating the standup back using Pho-

(Continued on page Four) 
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The New Mexico Radio Collectors Club is a non-profit organization founded 
in 1994 in order to enhance the enjoyment of collecting and preservation of 
radios for all its members. 

NMRCC meets the second Sunday of the month at The Quelab at 680 Haines 
Ave NW , Albuquerque NM Tailgate sale at 1:00PM meetings start at 2:00 
pm.  Visitors Always Welcomed. 

 
NMRCC NEWSLETTER 

THIS PUBLICATION IS THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW 

MEXICO RADIO COLLECTORS CLUB. INPUT FROM ALL MEMBERS 
ARE SOLICITED AND WELCOME ON 20TH OF THE PRECEDING 

MONTH.   RICHARD MAJESTIC PRO-TEMP NEWSLETTER EDITOR, 
SEND ALL SUBMISSIONS IN WORD FORMAT, PICTURES IN *.JPG 

FORMAT TO: RMAJESTIC@MSN.COM 
 

N E W  M E X I C O  R A D I O  

C O L L E C T O R S  C L U B  

New Mexico Radio Collectors Club 
Richard Majestic (Membership inquiries) 

5460 Superstition Drive 
Las Cruces  NM  88011 

E-Mail: ronmonty@comcast.net 
Phone: 505 281-5067 

E-Mail: rmajestic@msn.com 
Phone: 575 521-0018 

FOR INFORMATION CHECK THE INTERNET  

http://www.newmexicoradiocollectorsclub.com/  

USPS Stamp  
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