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NMRCC HolidayParty:  December 11th at Mark and Lynn Toppo’s home  

Theme: Little-known radio manufacturer and rare radios 

1930 - The Greek Theatre, named because it was meant to replicate a Greek amphitheater, opens in Griffith Park.1932 - Los Angeles hosts the games 
of the X Olympiad. Tenth Street is renamed Olympic Boulevard.1934 - The Original Farmers Market opens at the corner of Third Street and Fairfax 

Avenue.1935 - The Griffith Observatory opens in Griffith Park. From its perch on a promontory, one can view both the skies above and the city below. 

LA Radio's Wild Wild West  Part-1  by Mark Toppo 

 

Th e country was in a deep depression 
as we entered 1930. Along with the depression 
a new type of radio emerged. The midget sets 
as they were called were self contained table 
sets. By the early 30's they had gotten small 
enough to fit into a large coat pocket. LA was 
called the midget capital of the world with 59 
companies identified as doing business in 
manufacturing, assembly and or distribution in 
LA during just the 1929 to 31 period. The 
reason for the title is that many of these manu-
factures were operating under RCA's radar as 
they of course had the patent rights to the su-
perhet circuit. This was possible as long as 
production numbers were low. Larger compa-
nies had to go to Gilfillan Bros to have their 
assembly work done as they were they only 
LA company with the patent rights at the time. 

One company that grew rather rapidly in the 
early 30's was Herbert Horn and his Tiffany 
Tone line of radios. I have had a Tiffany Tone 
chair-side awaiting restoration for several 
years. I knew it was rare, but did not realize 
how rare until I decided to restore it. Aside 
from the trim the cabinet was made of solid 
white oak. That alone was a sign that this was 
not a production piece. There were 11 furni-
ture cabinet manufacturers in LA at this time. 
Most LA radio cabinets were never identified. 
It is known that at least one of these furniture/
cabinet shops namely the A and A Furniture 
Manufacturing Co. was producing radio cabi-
nets. Getting it apart was difficult.  Some 
shrinkage is normal which made pulling the 
chassis out difficult. I had to use the shaft 
holes and a screw driver to pound it from the 
front. I was careful not to damage the chassis 
and in about an hour it was out. As you can 

(Continued on page Six) 

 Edison’s ‘Improvement in Phonograph or Speak-
ing Machines’ The title of Thomas A. Edison’s, of 
Menlo Park, New Jersey December 24, 1877 patent 
application and it was granted on February 19, 
1878. In his patent application he describes his re-
search into why vertical modulation was superior to 
lateral; lower noise, better fidelity, less distortion, 
less record wear and louder playback. Also included 
in his discussion was why the cylinder was needed 
for the recording;  ‘the linear velocity of the record-

ed sounds grooves, discs would cause the frequency 
response to vary and cause distortion’. 
The patent covered the first phonograph to be built 
exclusively for the purpose of sound  recording and 
reproduction any time later. This was the tin-foil 
phonograph built for Edison by his colleague John 
Kruesi and which first repeated Edison’s voice re-
citing “Mary had a Little Lamb…”. There contin-
ues, even today attempts to diminish the importance 

(Continued on page Eight) 
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Mark Toppo tells us about 
restoration of a 1930s Tiffa-
ny Tone chairside radio 

Holiday Party at Mark & 
Lynn Toppo’s home 
December 11th at 1PM 

Grunow radio featured 
in David Wilsons Gold-
en Age of Radio talk at 
last month’s meeting 

MODIFICATIONS 
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The NMRCC Meeting Minutes for November 13th 2016 

Normally each meeting has both a 
small auction where members can 
choose to donate the proceeds to the 
club or just collect the cash. Donations 
are received by the treasury and some 
are used for our picnics and holiday 
festivities. It's always a worthwhile trip 
for we members to jog down to the 
Majestic hacienda in Las Cruces. 
Great everything; the food, the muse-
um like exhibits, and above all the re-
laxed camaraderie. Many thanks Rich-
ard. We look forward to next October. 
 
This December meeting is extra spe-
cial because we meet at the home of a 
member gracious enough dazzle us 
with his radio collection and feed us at 
the same time.  Don't forget to come to 
Mark and Lynn Toppo's place at 2512 
Chessman Dr. in Rio Rancho on this 
December 11th, noon. Check the Top-
po website: Mark Toppo's Attic 
  
Each month the meeting theme chang-
es in accord with the Club plan. In De-
cember we decide what topic will pre-
vail each meeting for the next year. 
Our list is about 100 topics to choose 
from. Some examples are, using test 
equipment, refinishing cabinets, all 
band radios, and so on. Also in De-
cember we elect club officers for the 
next year.  
 
Our meeting format is casual, on time, 
and never boring. New members are 
arriving and prospective members are 
welcome to come and check us out. 
Probably the biggest advantage of be-
ing a member is knowing the other 
members. An individual on-board is 
always an expert on some aspect of 
knowledge, and services. Nobody is 
ever reluctant to share, even if it is 
some obscure radio component part. 
 
November meeting notes 
Some interesting items were sold at 
the auction; a stereo Phillips amp, an 
original Attari still in the box, a like new 
Sony handicam, a strange watch, and 
several table radios by Regal, Grundig, 
Philco, Zenith, and RCA. Someone 
commented that our members are run-
ning out of storage space and need 
inventory reduction; great for the new 
members. 
 
One of the very best presentations was 
made this Sunday by David Wilson 
from LasCruces. 
David got pegged as a "closet ventrilo-
quist" from his former days and thus 

NMRCC Officers for 2016 

 Don Menning: President 

 John Estock: Vice President 

 Chuck Burch/RMajestic: Treasurer 

  John Hannahs: Secretary 

 Mark Toppo/RMonty: Membership 

 David Wilson: Director 

 Richard Majestic: Director 

 Ray Trujillo: Director 

 Richard Majestic: Newsletter Editor 
(President pro-tem) 

NMRCC 2016 MEETINGS 
 
Counting Down 2016 

DEC 11th - Holiday party – at Mark 
and Lynn’s home. theme: Little-known 
radio manufacturer and rare radios 

goes the Charley McCarthy display 
he shares with us today. His collec-
tion of radio memorabilia is all muse-
um quality from mostly the 30's, be-
fore TV and everybody listened to a 
radio of some type. Truly it was the 
Golden Age of radio that made fame 
and fortune for many talented per-
formers. 
( for myself it was The Shadow, In-
nersantum, and Tom Mix ). We were 
shut out when Gabrial Heatter "theirs 
good news tonight" or the con-
verse,was interrupted during WW2.   
Wilson gives technology credit to the 
names and deeds of Maxwell, Hertz, 
Fessenden, Popov, 
and the big guy, Guglemmio Marconi 
who sent his message across the 
ocean in 1901. By the mid 30's half 
the population had radios and by 
WW2 90% were so equipped. In the 
US, Eastern stations started with "W" 
and "K" to the west. N was for net-
works. 
The first university based radio sta-
tion in NM was KOB where David got 
his degree and start. 
https://engr.nmsu.edu/
news_26_10_goddard/  We all need 
to know about KOB and KKOB. 
 
During those early years the BIG 
names were Edgar Bergan, Jack 
Benny, Walt Disney, WC Fields and 
others. Adjusted salaries for guys like 
Bergan were pushing a million dol-
lars. 
Wilson's favorite is Charley McCar-
thy, probably from all the hype, fame, 
and commotion a chunk of wood 
could cause. In my world it was How-
dy Doody who I met twice, once as a 
13 year old watching him on a 10 
inch B&W Philco TV, and next in the 
mid 80's when I met Rufus Rose, a 
Friend of mine who still hangs out on 
Whidbey Island near Seattle. How-
dy's mother Rose and creator want-
ed the face to be a caricature image 
of Rufus, and so it was. I had to 
chuckle looking at Howdy Doody's 
freckled face as it (he) was watching 
me in the audience. Thank's David. 
photo of Howdy Doody gawking at 
club members 
 
Show and Tell is always interesting. 
There was the soldering station for 
those who care to do the delicate 
soldering of IC and SMD compo-
nents. Richard brought an RF am-
plifer module by McMurdo Silver that 
was manufactured in 1927. This item 

would keep slave clocks running accu-
rately in jewelry stores, radio stations, 
and wherever accurate time was needed. 
WWV transits time information now on 5 
khz and multiples. We also got a good 
look at a stainless steel hand-drill used 
by surgeons to mend bones and so forth. 
Steve Shepard brings a Google Card-
board a VR ( virtual reality 3D headset ) 
$2.85 on ebay. This item is just getting 
started; insert your iPad and select an 
AP game that will blow your mind. Look: 
           https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Google_Cardboard 
And so the meeting went. We adjourned 
around 3:30 pm. See you all in Decem-
ber,  
 
~73's KE5MJF  Sec. J R Hannhas 
 

http://radioattic.com/attic.htm?sellerId=26
https://engr.nmsu.edu/news_26_10_goddard/
https://engr.nmsu.edu/news_26_10_goddard/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Google_Cardboard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Google_Cardboard
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Sparton 558 Sled 

 Majestic 
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Dear Club members, 

 

Lynn and I wanted to suggest possibly doing 

things a little different for this year Christmas 

party. Rather than pizza and chicken we could 

try doing party trays such as;   

* Mini Ciabatta Sandwich Platter Turkey with 

wheat ciabatta sandwiches (6) Ham with white 

ciabatta sandwiches (8) Includes: honey mus-

tard, cheese cubes and cherry tomatoes 

 

Assorted Pinwheel Wraps with Cheese Cubes 

Party Tray: 

* 20 Buffalo spread, chicken pinwheels with 

roasted red peppers, Provolone Cheese and 

green leaf lettuce 

* 20 Delicious sundried tomato turkey lavish 

pinwheels with roasted red peppers, Provolone 

Cheese and green leaf lettuce Garnished with 

Colby Jack Cheese cubes 

 

These are examples available at Sam's club and 

would keep us under budge including tax. I 

have enough napkins, cups and plastic flatware 

left over from last year. 

 

Thank you host, 

 

Mark & Lynn 

Editorial Comment  
 
The Club 
First, lets get something straight. Our club members 
are not at all just a collection of antique radio 
collectors/enthusiasts; ok, we are also that. A thing we 
all have in common is a curiosity regarding how 
science fits in from discovery until now, 2016. Our 
members come from all sorts of occupations; I guess 
we lack lawyers, but could use a patent attorney. Radio 
comes into play from the standpoint of an art form, as 
from the broadcasting aspects to design. Our passion 
is vacuum tube designs, but now and then a fine or 
rare solid state example fits in. Members could be from 
the world of ham radio, broadcasting, telcom, 
computers, R&D, product research, technician, or 
consultant. We even have a physician, an architect, 
and a few folks from the "spook labs". Additionally most 
members do collect something besides radios; we 
have telegraph keys, Lional train models, cars, clocks, 
and a long list of "other" items. Witness a member 
taking an abused once fine old radio needing much 
TLC and restoring it to like new, or even better than 
new, is something of a wonderment. We see it pretty 
often and we learn some trade secrets along the way. 
John Hannhas 
 
Editors Note:  
our club name is New Mexico Radio Collectors Club 
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see from the pics this chassis was heavily 
modified. The chassis is from a model 
518A table top radio. This radio is rare in 
itself as there is only an original ad image 
on the Radio Museum site. This was in no 
way meant for consumer use. The tuning 
shaft had broken loose and was originally 
pressure fitted into the steel plate with 
some solider to secure it. With a threaded 
coupling I was able to repair it. They had to 
use a 5'' Lansing speaker rather than the 
original 6'' because of space restrictions 
due to the cabinet design. I could go on and 
on about the chassis modifications, but 
looking at the pics for the most part tells 
the story. The chassis is now restored and 
playing. What this all leads to is a one off 
prototype set that never saw production. 
The 518A dates from about 1937 or 38 
about the time chair sides were 
becoming very popular. I can not 
find any radios produced by Horn 
after 1938. He never marketed a 
chair-side and is known mostly 
for table models. With this set I 
will now have 3 prototype LA 
made radios. With what was going 
on in LA in the 30's it is always 
possible to find something like 
this. 
The radio was found in a Phoenix 
antique mall. My friend called me 
about it and wanted to know if I 
wanted it. It was in poor condition 
and the dial cover was gone (I 
have since had a replacement 
made). At the $50 purchase price I 
turned it down. I had just moved 
here and was overwhelmed with 
other things at the time. He went 
ahead and purchased it anyway 
and I'm glad he did as it deserves 
to be saved. I will follow up with a second article 
showing the cabinet restoration and the radio fully 
restored. With that I will include some background 
history about the Her-
bert Horn company. 
 
~M. Toppo 
 
first half of the article 

with the second to be 

completed when the 

restoration is finished. 

LA Radio's Wild Wild West    by Mark Toppo 



 Seven 

 
  LA Radio's Wild Wild West    by Mark Toppo 
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The New Mexico Radio Collectors Club is a non-profit organization founded 
in 1994 in order to enhance the enjoyment of collecting and preservation of 
radios for all its members. 

NMRCC meets the second Sunday of the month at The Quelab at 680 Haines 
Ave NW , Albuquerque NM Tailgate sale at 1:00PM meetings start at 2:00 
pm.  Visitors Always Welcomed. 

 
NMRCC NEWSLETTER 

THIS PUBLICATION IS THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW 

MEXICO RADIO COLLECTORS CLUB. INPUT FROM ALL MEMBERS 
ARE SOLICITED AND WELCOME ON 20TH OF THE PRECEDING 

MONTH.   RICHARD MAJESTIC PRO-TEMP NEWSLETTER EDITOR, 
SEND ALL SUBMISSIONS IN WORD FORMAT, PICTURES IN *.JPG 

FORMAT TO: RMAJESTIC@MSN.COM 
 

N E W  M E X I C O  R A D I O  

C O L L E C T O R S  C L U B  

New Mexico Radio Collectors Club 
Richard Majestic (Membership inquiries) 

5460 Superstition Drive 
Las Cruces  NM  88011 

E-Mail: ronmonty@comcast.net 
Phone: 505 281-5067 

E-Mail: rmajestic@msn.com 
Phone: 575 521-0018 

FOR INFORMATION CHECK THE INTERNET  

http://www.newmexicoradiocollectorsclub.com/  

USPS Stamp  

of Edison’s phonograph achievements, even attempts to take away 
the credit for the first conceptional ideas and drawings, saying Cros 
was the inventor even though he never built a machine. There was 
very little resemblance between proposed talking machines from 
Cros and either of Edison’s phonograph concepts or the Edison 
cylinder and disc phonographs built in later years by Edison. 
It’s always appeared that Emile Berliner used Cros’ work to dis-
credit Edison, who after several years of fruitless endeavor was 
forced to abandon the photoengraving idea. Meanwhile the Edison 
phonograph became an established fact of life. Interest-
ingly, both the vertical and lateral recording methods are 
described in Edison’s granted patent and the validity of 
the patent was never challenged. 
Later when Edison built disc playing machines he op-
tionally sold both his vertical modulation playback 
heads and lateral playback head. They are very similar 
in design using higher compliance and much lower 
tracking force, both with Sapphire styluses, the vertical 
being 1-mil and the lateral 3-mil to comply with the 
available 78RPM discs.  Edison’s 1913 discs are very 
thick made up from compressed paper and cellulose 
with a hard bees wax recorded surface in the early rec-
ords. Edison’s discs were recorded at 80RPM and today you use a 
different electronic equalization playback response over laterally 
recorded acoustic 78RPM discs, mainly because Edison’s record-
ing process used more compliant diaphragm-stylus mechanical 
systems. Even though Edison had applied for patents on molding 
cellulose cylinders and discs others received patents and were pro-

ducing cylinders for Edison machines in 1900 it took years of legal 
battles to make it happen. The first records to be molded in com-
mercial quantities by Edison’s National Phonograph Co. were not 
celluloid but a metallic soap compound somewhat denser and hard-
er than what was used for the original recording. These first rec-
ords were made in 1901 by Edison. Because of prior patent grants 
to Lambert and later court battles that Edison lost Edison was not 
able to produce pressed celluloid cylinder recordings. Forced to 
continue to use the molded metallic soap compound while Lambert 

Co, sold their cylinders for use on Edison’s machines 
and disc recording manufactures continued to improve 
their recording process, pressing process and record 
compounds, this continued on through 1901 and 1902. 
It wasn’t until 1907 that Edison introduced the 4-minute 
cylinder, longer in length still with the 100 grooves per 
inch, 160RPM and the wax Amberol cylinders and later 
the Blue Amberol molded celluloid record surface with 
plaster of Paris mandrel core. About the same time Edi-
son introduced a new reproducer that used a cork sealed 
floating diaphragm that further reduced stylus pressure 
and compliance with the recorded material. 
Edison’s biggest sales year was 1907 with record and 

accessory sales over $7 million dollars. Sales dropped to $2.25 
million dollars by 1913 when the Edison disc machine was intro-
duced. Edison sales peaked at $20.5 million dollars in 1920, $2.5 
million dollars worth of Blue Amberol cylinders and players that 
year, mostly to the rural trade. ~~ Richard Majestic 


