
   

# 04  2016  Vol-22  

Next NMRCC meeting: April 10th - Test equipment 
and classroom demonstration equipment- tube testers, signal generators, oscilloscopes, bridges, meters... 

When it was unveiled in September, 1935 (for the 1936 Model year) along with three other Teague designs, Sparton advertised the Noc-

turne as "A vision in Midnight Blue Crystal Mirror Glass and Satin Chrome." Reflections in the mirror are tinted by the "Midnight Blue" 
glass and the name Nocturne was likely derived using it's artistic meaning, "evocative of night".  

Time really flies when you’re collecting radios: 
 A Tribute to Ed Sage and his Deco design hero Walter Dorwin Teague  by David Wilson 

I t seems like only yesterday I was 
pulling up to a parking lot of a 

church just off of Paso Del Norte to attend 
my very first NMRCC parking lot swap 
meet and club meeting.  I became aware 
of the club from a small meeting notice 
listing in the back of one of my ARC mag-
azines under New Mexico. 
 
Geoff Shearer, who was the club’s first 
president, stood on the church altar and 
conducted the afternoon meeting in that 
winter of 1995. It was an all-new experi-
ence for me as Geoff went through club 
business and then got to the show-and-tell 
radio topic for the day, Art Deco radios. 
Members stood up one at a time from the 
church pews or came to the altar to talk 
about their examples of a Deco radio they 
brought with them. I remember a fellow 

with an odd name and a trace of an accent 
by the name of Lars Roose discussing his 
fine example of a black-and-yellow GE L-
570 catalin radio. I had only seen radios 
like his in collecting books.  Geoff 
showed off his perfect, Deco Detrola Pee 
Wee. I felt like I had died and gone to 
Radio Collecting Heaven, rising right out 
of my Sierra Vista Bible Church pew that 
day. It really was kind of a religious radio-
collecting experience that would change 
me, marking my full-blown transfor-
mation into the world of Art Deco radio 
collecting. Also that day I met a rather 
odd, short fellow who was quite knowl-
edgeable about Art Deco things.  Little did 
I know that Ed Sage, the Godfather of Art 
Deco mirror radios, was standing before 
me that day at the altar of radio collectors.  
 
I would like to dedicate the remainder of 

(Continued on page Four) 

A Quick Overview of the Hallicrafters S-20R Sky Champion. by Chuck Burch 

 
March’s club auction included a Hallicrafters S-20R which  I view as a very nice radio.   I 
have had several SR-20R's, and as I remember, it was fairly easy to get them working.  I 
love its Machine Age cabinet design and the famous "h" logo on the metal speaker grille. 
The S-20R was introduced in 1939 and was made until 1945. It was in the middle of the 
Hallicrafters product line and was priced at $49.50.  In 1939 and 1940, the low-end model 

(Continued on page Five) 
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NMRCC learns more 
about W Teague with his 
work on Sparton radios 

Chuck Burch 
tells us about the 
Hallicrafters S-
20R 

Les Davidson pol-
ishes the chrome of 
a Zenith Consoltone 
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The NMRCC Meeting Minutes by Chuck Burch  

best mirrored radio collection in the world.  
Ed's collection was sold several years ago 
by Estes Auction when Ed's health deterio-
rated. 
 
Next, David Wilson gave an excellent 
presentation on Sparton mirrored radios. 
David works in the advertising business 
and likes artistic pieces.  David gave an  
overview of two of the biggies in industrial 
design: Walter Teague and Raymond 
Loewy.   Teague was the designer of  the 
Sparton mirrored radios as well as Eastman 
Kodak's Bantam Special (as well as others) 
and the steel-legged Steinway piano. He 
was also the designer of railroad cars/
diners, the Ford Building, and Texaco ser-
vice stations. Loewy was the cabinet de-
signer for several of the Hallicrafters re-
ceivers, logos for Shell, Exxon, TWA and 
BP, the Greyhound Scenicruiser bus, Coca-
Cola vending machines. the Lucky Strike 
cigarette package, Sears Coldspot refriger-
ators, the Studebaker Avanti and Champi-
on cars, the Air Force One appearance, and 
the Pennsylvania Railroad GG1 and S-1 
locomotives. David then discussed the 
Sparks Withington company who started 
out making automotive steel parts, then 
electric automobile horns, and eventually 
got into the Sparton Radio business. 
 
David discussed several of his Sparton 
mirrored radios. First was Sparton 154B 
bluebird he got by trading a Wurlitzer 
speaker with a vendor at an antique mall in 
AZ. He then showed the Crosley transistor 
knockoff of the Sparton Bluebird and a 
Sparton 557 Sled owned by R Majestic.  
He next showed a Sparton 558 he got  at a 
flea market in Bisbee, AZ.  David also 
knew Ed Sage and had seen his collection 
which Ed only let selected people see. Ed 
not only had many premier art deco pieces, 
he had them beautifully displayed. The 
rarest of the Sparton mirrored radios is the 
Nocturne which Ed had three of. 

Remember we are encouraged to bring in 
anything electronics related to share with 
the club, and it does not need to be related 
to the monthly theme. Off the monthly 
theme, Don Menning  showed a Layden 
Jar and an electroscope.  Best of Show was 
awarded to David Wilson.  It was an-
nounced that the Spring Hamfest will be 
held April 30th at 1400E South Eubank in 
Albuquerque and the summer Hamfest will 
be held Aug 12-14 at one of the Marriots in 
Albuquerque. Meeting was adjourned 
shortly after 3PM by President Don Men-
ning.  ~C Burch 

NMRCC 2016 MEETINGS 
 
APR 10th - Test equipment and classroom 
demonstration equipment- tube testers, 
signal generators, oscilloscopes, bridges, 
meters and etc 
 
MAY - Spring Picnic 
 
JUN - Television sets, 1946 through 1970 
(anything you can carry into the conference 
room) 
 
JUL - Early TV cameras, camera tubes and 
CRTs 
 
AUG - Foreign Radios  
 
SEP - Field day/radio reception contests 
 
OCT - Fall picnic, ribeye steaks Las Cruces 
 
NOV - Wild Card Sunday” (nifty science 
gizmos, novel science toys, or non- ra-
dio collection, electronics, or science 
related that you think will dazzle your 
fellow members 
 
DEC - Holiday party – theme: Little-known radio 
manufacturer and rare radios 
 

NMRCC March 13 meeting  
Many members came early to the March 
club meeting so while waiting for the auc-
tion and the club meeting we sat around 
talking about radios. Les Davidson dis-
cussed a British technology AVO multime-
ter he recently found. The unit works well, 
and AVO stands for amp, volts and ohms.  
He passed around two what-is-its which 
turned out to be solid-state replacements 
for a 6AL5 and a 12AU7 tube. Taking off 

on an article 
Les wrote 
for the 
newsletter, 
we had a 
discussion 
of various 

car radio auto-selection tuning mecha-
nisms that members had experiences with. 
Chuck Burch showed an Emerson CS320 
tabletop radio he recently restored that was 
missing two bass 3/4" diameter upholstery 
nails. It was suggested to look on eBay, 
and David Wilson said he might have 
some. Chuck found them on eBay, has 
ordered them, and is waiting for them to 
arrive from China. 
 
We had some very nice club donations that 
were auctioned off bringing in $133. In-
cluded was a nice Hallicrafters S-20R Sky 
Champion, a Heathkit RF oscillator, a 
Grunow 650 radio, a Heathkit car power 
supply as well as boxes of tubes and mis-
cellaneous parts. 
 
The formal club meeting started around the 
scheduled 2:00 starting time with 13 club 
members and 3 guests. Visitor Tom 
Elmhorst was a former teamster and a 
good friend of deceased club member Jim 
Stueber. He once bought out a hotel of all 
their hotel-room radios that he sold over 
the years.  He had a friend named Paul 
with him who did not have any radios. 
Visitor Kyle Jones discussed his radio res-
toration a few years ago of a Philco 38-12 
radio. 
 
We then went to the monthly theme of 
mirror radios. Chuck Burch discussed  
having only one mirror radio and in his 
years of visiting antique malls throughout 
the country he has only seen one mirrored 
tube radio which was a table top radio in 
Oregon that someone installed mirrors on 
all the sides. It  had a $600 price tag that 
he passed on. Chuck's showed a plastic 
mirrored transistor radio made by Panason-
ic which he suspects the only reason he 
keeps  is to be able to say he has a mir-
rored radio. He discussed being very fortu-
nate of having seen former NMRCC club 
member Ed Sage's collection of mirrored 
radios which at the time was probably the 

NMRCC Officers for 2016 

 Don Menning: President 

 John Estock: Vice President 

 Chuck Burch/RMajestic: Treasurer 

  John Hannahs: Secretary 

 Mark Toppo/RMonty: Membership 

 David Wilson: Director 

 Richard Majestic: Director 

 Ray Trujillo: Director 

 Richard Majestic: Newsletter Editor 
(President pro-tem) 
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 NMRCC meeting photos 

D Wilson’s Sparton 558 Sled R Majestic’s Sparton 557 Sled 

D Wilsons Sparton 154B Bluebird R Majestic’s Crosley Chinese Bluebird copy 

Auction Hallicrafters S-20R 

Chuck’s mirror radio 
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my story to Ed since our last meeting 
theme was mirror radios, and Ed had a 
special passion for these very rare and 
unique radios. Ed’s passion would take 
him hundreds of thousands of miles 
across the North American continent in 
search of these glass-radio treasures, 
according to a 1988 Radio Age story on 
him.  He was quoted in the story as hav-
ing what he felt was one of the largest 
Deco mirror radio collections in the 
world. Ed built his collection the old-
fashioned way, before there was an In-
ternet; he went to flea markets, garage 
sales, and radio swap meets. Ed bought 
his first radio at age 15, a 1936 Philco, 
from money he earned pulling weeds. 
He became interested in mirror radios 
late in his collecting career, starting in 
the early 1980s. Anyone who knew Ed 
knows he was a walking encyclopedia 
of Art Deco radio knowledge.  
 
Ed’s Deco design hero was Walter Dor-
win Teague, one of America’s first in-
dustrial designers. Teague’s best-known 
design work was for Kodak where he 
designed a  series of cameras using a 
very distinctive Art Deco design. 
Teague designed everything from Tex-
aco gas stations to a piano case for 
Steinway. Radio collectors know 
Teague’s design work from his stunning 
series of mirror Sparton radios. It was 
these Sparton radios that were the center 
of Ed’s Art Deco radio collection. He 
had all the mirror Sparton radios, more 
that one example of each with duplicates 
of some. The crown jewel of his collec-
tion was the Sparton 1186 Nocturne. Ed 
had three examples of the Sparton Noc-
turne in his collection: two in Midnight 
Blue and one in peach.  
 
Anyone who was fortunate enough to be 
invited into Ed’s home to see theses 
giant 46-inch wide Art Deco beauties 
knows how special they are. I remember 
first going to Ed’s home over 20 years 
ago and being overwhelmed with the 
overall presentation of all the amazing 
Art Deco items displayed. Not only did 
Ed have an eye for unique design radios, 
he also collected other extreme Modern 
Art-Deco items. Ed could have been a 
Hollywood film set designer the way he 
created theme rooms set in the Art Deco 
style.   
 
It was great to have a program on mirror 
radios at our March radio club meeting 
because it gave us a chance as a club to 
once again pay tribute to one of our 
great members. We were fortunate 
enough to have known Ed and have 
been inspired by his truly impressive 
knowledge of the world of Art Deco 
mirror radios, and share his passion for 
colleting them. ~ D Wilson 

Sparton 1186 Nocturne 

Sparton 558 Sled 
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S-19 Sky Buddy sold for $29.50 where 
the higher-end models,  the SX-24 
Skyrider Defiant  and the SX-25 Super 
Defiant sold for $69.50 at $94.50, respec-
tively.  
 
The S-20R is similar to the S-20 which 
was introduced in 1938 and only pro-
duced for about a year.  The main differ-
ences was the S-20 had a metal dial where 
the S-20R had a plastic dial, and the S-
20R had a separate bandspread. The S-
20R was the first in a product line that 
lasted over 20 years. Hallicrafters repack-
aged essentially the same radio, with mi-
nor updates, as models S-40 (1946-1955), 
S-85 (1955-1959), and S-108 (1959-
1961). 
 
It is a four-band receiver, covering the 
frequency range from 540 KHz to 44 
Mhz. In addition to bandspread tuning, it 
features AVC (automatic volume control), 
ANL (automatic noise limiter), BFO (beat 
frequency oscillator), a three-position 
tone control, and a headphone jack. It has 
nine tubes which provides a RF amplifier 
and 2 IF stages.  It is not a small radio as 
it measures approximately  9" tall 
x  18.75" wide  x  9.5" deep.  The tuning 
dial is plastic which when new was white, 
but being sun sensitive, it is normally an 
amber color today. 
 
A tidbit I found on the Internet was the S-
20R was in the 1959 comedy "Some Like 
It Hot", which starred Marilyn Monroe, 
Tony Curtis, Jack Lemmon, and Joe E. 
Brown. There were a couple of issues 
though. The first is the movie is set in 
1929 but the S-20R was not produced 
until 1939.  The second is it 
was used as a radio transmit-
ter/receiver on a yacht, but 
the S20R did not have trans-
mitting capability. I suspect 
most viewers did not notice 
these issues. 
~ C Burch 
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Some years back I had obtained two of 

these Zenith "Consoltone" sets and 

never paid too much attention to 

them.  One is very dark brown natural 

Bakelite, the other ivory-painted Bake-

lite.  I never noticed that one is 

marked with model 5D011Z (brown 

one) and the ivory 5D011ZW.  Turns 

out the "W" suffix indicates a chromed 

chassis and white painted cabinet.  

Not only is the chassis chromed, the 

speaker frame is chromed, the output 

transformer is chromed, the 2nd IFT 

housing is chromed, the pilot lamp clip 

is chromed, the antenna support 

bracket is chromed, and even the 

[outer concentric] tuning knob shaft is 

chromed!  Additionally, the 1st IFT 

housing and the electrolytic capacitor 

can are polished.  Further, the wiring 

and components are dressed so as to 

be as parallel and perpendicular to the 

length of the chassis as practicable.  

When I first opened this set up, I dis-

covered that it had been recently ser-

viced, two of the tubular capacitors 

had clearly been replaced, and the 

chassis was remarkably clean.  I pow-

ered it up on the Variac and it played 

just fine. The original electrolytic is 

good (it was bad on the brown one).  I 

decided to replace the remaining 

tubulars, line it up, and this poor 

man's Scott is ready to go. 

~ L Davidson 

Zenith 5D011ZW Chrome Chassis "Consoltone" Radio by Les Davidson  
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This poor man's Scott is ready 
to go, with the oddest AM dial 
markings I've ever seen… 
Les, the dial is in 10x cycles 
and Meters wave length. 
That’s a EH Scott High 
Fidelity 23 top right (ed) 
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The New Mexico Radio Collectors Club is a non-profit organization founded 
in 1994 in order to enhance the enjoyment of collecting and preservation of 
radios for all its members. 

NMRCC meets the second Sunday of the month at The Quelab at 680 Haines 
Ave NW , Albuquerque NM Tailgate sale at 1:00PM meetings start at 2:00 
pm.  Visitors Always Welcomed. 

 
NMRCC NEWSLETTER 

THIS PUBLICATION IS THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW 

MEXICO RADIO COLLECTORS CLUB. INPUT FROM ALL MEMBERS 
ARE SOLICITED AND WELCOME ON 20TH OF THE PRECEDING 

MONTH.   RICHARD MAJESTIC PRO-TEMP NEWSLETTER EDITOR, 
SEND ALL SUBMISSIONS IN WORD FORMAT, PICTURES IN *.JPG 

FORMAT TO: RMAJESTIC@MSN.COM 
 

N E W  M E X I C O  R A D I O  

C O L L E C T O R S  C L U B  

New Mexico Radio Collectors Club 
Richard Majestic (Membership inquiries) 

5460 Superstition Drive 
Las Cruces  NM  88011 

E-Mail: ronmonty@comcast.net 
Phone: 505 281-5067 

E-Mail: rmajestic@msn.com 
Phone: 575 521-0018 

FOR INFORMATION CHECK THE INTERNET  

http://www.newmexicoradiocollectorsclub.com/  

USPS Stamp  

 


