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 Chuck Burch led the 
way to tuning ease with 
the green eye indicator 

The Royal 
7000Y-1 the last 
hand wired tran-
sistor Zenith TO 
as told by R. 
Majestic 

Next NMRCC meeting: August 9
th

 

 THEME - Unique and novel radio antennas and noise eliminators 
— Duke City Ham Fest August 7th-9th 

‘There always seems to be some confusion between the "Royal" and "R" series of 7000's. I never understood why Zenith kept "7000" when the brought 
out the R7000 series. The two models are entirely different. The differences in the variations within the two series are relatively minor although (as I 
understand it) the R7000-2 had a major internal mechanical revision in the tuning system. In my opinion, the R7000 series is superior to the Royal 7000 
in both audio quality and RF performance. But the Royal 7000 is easier to repair. Dave’  from the Antiques Radios Forum 

Zenith Trans-Oceanic Royal D7000Y Series FM-AM-Shortwave Transistor Radio 

T 
he Royal 7000 series is a single-
conversion, AM/FM/SW portable 
receiver that runs on 9 D cells or a 

built-in multi-voltage supply. As with 
most analog sets that run on D cells, by 
the time the batteries are exhausted you 
probably won’t remember when you last 
replaced them…battery life is measured 
in the hundreds of hours with modern 
alkaline cells. The radio offers a built-in 
BFO for SSB reception, a tone control, 
two bandwidths, lighted dial and map 
lights and a total of 9 reception bands, 
including VHF weather. Other improve-
ments over the earlier 1000 and 3000 
series included a stronger handle inde-
pendent of the huge whip antenna, im-
proved chrome plating to eliminate the 
blistering problems common on the earli-
er models, and an improved battery com-
partment design. There are still many 

good reasons to collect each of the TO 
models, but these were my reasons for 
selecting the Royal 7000Y-1. There are 
three versions of the Royal 7000 but 
functionally they are identical except for 
the handling of the weather band. Also 
the map compartment cover was changed 
from silver to black in this final version 
and the logo on the front cover was re-
designed. 
 
The 7000 series were introduced as Royal 
7000Y in 1969 stopped production 1970. 
The Royal 7000Y-1 introduced 1971 
stopped production 1972. The Royal 
D7000Y 1973 last offered 1978. The ra-
dio I pictured here is Royal D7000Y. the 
TO R-7000, the last TO was introduced 
in 1979 and 25,000 were made until 
1981. The R-7000 was a total departure 

(Continued on page Four) 

The MARC Vintage Electronics Extravaganza ‘15 
 

I was picking up a Zenith 9S244 in Ohio so I did a rescheduling so that I could attend the MARC 
Expo on July 9, 10 & 11, 2015 at their new expo location in Kalamazoo MI. I’ve always wanted to 
meet the people who run the Michigan Antique Radio Club because of their very nice quarterly 
newsletter they publish. 
 

(Continued on page Five) 

 the MARC 
Expo report by 
R. Majestic 
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The NMRCC Meeting Minutes by Chuck Burch  

inal circuit used a 76 tube as a driver for 
the eye tube. Chuck changed the eye 
tube input to a more traditional circuit 
and rewired the 76 to be an audio pre-
amp to make the radio operate much 
better.  Chuck also showed a Miller BC-

3 

multi-combination meter that he recently 
found at a yard sale. It had a Conoco 
sticker which made it particularly ap-
pealing as that is the company where 
Chuck had worked at and retired from. 
Chuck’s radio was voted Best of Show. 

NMRCC 2015 MEETINGS 
 

Aug 9th - Unique and novel radio an-
tennas and noise eliminators 
 
Sep 13th - Wild Card Sun-

day” (nifty science gizmos, 
novel science toys, or non- 
radio collection, electron-
ics, or science related that 
you think will dazzle your 
fellow members 

 
Oct 11th – Fall Picnic Audio distor-

tion of radio receivers demo 
 
Nov 8th - Old computers, calcula-

tors, slide rules, and associat-
ed items 

 
Dec 13th - Unusual Devices/Stump 

the Experts- Unusual tubes, 
light bulbs, transistors, and 
radio parts. Also, who can 
identify that strange gizmo 
you found, or explain how an 
unusual object works?  

 

Proposed Programs 
*Radio trouble shooting and repair 
workshop—July or (TBD) 
 
*Alignment of AM/FM tuners work-
shop 
—Oct fall picnic 

NMRCC 7/12/15 meeting minutes by 
Chuck Burch 
 
The pre-meeting auction had several inter-
esting items including three classic books 
on radio collecting and a nice FM stereo 
transmitter. Donations brought in $33 
which with sales commission of $5 made a 
total auction income of $38. 
 
The meeting started sharply at 2:00 by 
Vice President John Estock with 11 club 
members present. New/Old business con-
centrated on the club participation in the 
upcoming Hamfest on August 7/8. Three 
club presentations are planned as well as a 
club booth.  Volunteers are needed to man 
the booth and to bring items to display at 
the booth. Rick Harris said he would be 
available. Mark Toppo and John Estock 
said they could probably be available part 
of the time. If you are able to help with the 
booth, please contact John Anthes. 

 
The monthly theme was radios with tuning 
indicators. Don Menning showed a digital 
whetstone bridge he had built over 50 
years ago. John Estock showed a Grundig 

AM/FM/SW radio with an EM80-type 
display tube that he is repairing. Chuck 
Burch showed a no-name wood table radio 
with an eye tube that he recently repaired. 
The antenna coil had been hit with light-
ning, and the primary coil had to be re-
wound. The radio had a very strange cir-
cuit, and Chuck could not find any infor-
mation on the radio or its circuit. The orig-

NMRCC Officers for 2015 

 John Anthes: President 

 John Estock: Vice President 

 Richard Majestic: Treasurer 

  Chuck Burch: Secretary 

 Ron Monty: Membership 

 Mark Toppo: Director 

 Ed Brady: Director 

 Ray Trujillo: Director 

 John Hannahs 

 Richard Majestic: Newsletter 
Editor (President pro-tem) 
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The New York Times Store—Radios 
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from the previous 7000s in that the band 
frequency coverage was totally differ-
ent, it used PCB printed circuit wiring 
and was made in a Zenith plant near 
Taipei, Taiwan, using American parts. 

 

One of the features that made the first 
three 7000 models stand out 
was that they were completely 
hand wired using only termi-
nal boards and standard (for 
the time) components; switch-
es, rotary switches, pots and 
transistor sockets. Imagine, 
transistors in sockets! 1920s 
technology in 1970s. 
 

The Royal D7000Y that 
prompted this story was a TO I picked 
up from my friend Dale who recently 
died and I’ve been fixing and selling for 
his widow. This TO was the dirtiest 

radio I’ve seen in years; grease and nico-
tine covered every outside surface. The 
insides, well protected by the tight plastic 
case was like new and working. Beside RF 
and IF alignment the only thing this radio 

needed was 
all the pots 
and switch-
es lubricat-
ed with 
some spray 
white lithi-
um (WL) 
grease, even 
the band 
switch. I’ve 
found that 
the WL on 
the rotary 
band switch 
will make 
the switch-
ing noise go 
away and 
not drift off 
frequency if 
the band 
switch is 
turned a 
little. 
 
Being the 
last US 
made 7000 
it had relia-
ble Illinois 
Capacitors 
and none of 
the 25-year-
old caps 
showed any 
sign of fail-
ure. This is 
not the case 
for Royal 
3000 and 
the two 
earlier 
R7000 
models, all 
those film 

and electrolytic caps must be replaced. 
 

Even the FM band worked well 
and tuned like a real FM tuner 
with the AFC off. The AM and 
short wave bands exceeded 1 
uV with 20dB S/N as measured 
on the external antenna termi-
nals. Even with the Mickey-
Mouse string tuning drive the 
radio was easy to tune-in weak 
signals. Having just finished up 
five Royal 3000 TOs I can say 

with confidence that Zenith did a great job 
of optimizing the performance of the last 
US made, hand wired transistor Transoce-
anic.   ~R. Majestic 
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Kalamazoo Expo Center was a new venue 
for MARC and a great place; the building 
was large, clean refrigerated air condi-
tioned and had plenty of close in parking. 
The three-day extravaganza had contests, 
sales and flea market tables indoors, three 
topical presentations, a auction hosted by 
volunteer auctioneer Richard Estes, a si-
lent auction and in-doors food service. 
 

The EXPO included the Michigan An-
tique Radio Club (MARC), the Tube Col-
lectors Association and the Telephone 
Collectors International. The theme was 
Innovation, the product ideas that made it 
and the ones that bombed. 
 

On the first day John Reinicke, president 
of MARC did a detailed PP presentation 
on technical innovation and how those 
ideas worked out over history. One of the 

contests was the Unsuccessful Innova-
tions like RCA’s ¼” audio tape cartridge 
and another contest the Successful Inno-
vations i.e., Sony’s ¾” U-Matic video 
tape recorder/player, which John also 
talked about, it was a breakthrough prod-
uct in the early ‘80s.. 
 
The second presentation was from Lud-
well Sibley from the Tube Collectors As-
sociation, he spoke about unusual vacuum 

tubes and the manufacturers. Ludwell is a 
walking-talking history book on vacuum 
tubes and a great speaker too. After the 
war he told us about how some of the 

manufacturers of metal tubes were put-
ting glass or 7-pin miniature tubes in the 
metal case on an octal base. He also 
talked about the history behind RCA’s 
glass molded symbol in the base on its 7 
and 9 pin miniature tubes sold under the 
RCA brand and other brands. The symbol 
identified RCA as the maker and some-
times the date of manufacture or run peri-
od. 
 
The third presentation was from Mark 
Oppat a long time radio repair and restor-

er who presented Top-Ten guidelines and 
tips. He’s been doing this work since 
high school and has much experience. 
Mark’s purpose, like mine is how to in-
terest the collecting public in old elec-
tronic technology. More about this sub-
ject later. 
 
The Vintage Electronics Expo 
 

The building was an ideal setting for the 
many ‘tailgate’ sellers and flea market 
sellers; MARC had over 100 tables in the 
main room. The auction, was in another 
large room was professionally run by 

MARC people and Richard Estes from 

Estes’ Auctions. I was a bit disappointed in 
the low-end stuff and the low price level of 
the items offered; the many console televi-
sions sold around $5, small table radios $10-
50, a pre-war Zenith TO went for $180 and 
the most expensive item was a Rickenbacker 
frying pan guitar and matching 1937 amplifi-
er that sold for $1,800. There were no 1930’s 
EH Scott consoles radios or 1936 Hallicraft-
er’s ham receivers. One seller put a Scott 800 
up for sale at the silent auction; it sold for 
$75. Even the MARC guys commented on 
the lack of high-end radios but mostly the 
high-end buyers were missing. Maybe next 
year the good stuff will show up and the fat 
wallets too. 

 

There were many unused tables in the flea 
market area and our Zenith friend Allen Jes-
person only brought low priced radios to sell 

and he only bought two Zenith radios at the 
auction; a 7G605 Clipper TO and a Zenith 
cube.  
MARC also ran a radio rescue table and I did 
see a few walk-ins with ‘40s, ‘50s tube radios 

looking for service. 
 

See more pictures from the Expo 
on the following pages.  ~ R. Majestic 
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The New Mexico Radio Collectors Club is a non-profit organization founded 
in 1994 in order to enhance the enjoyment of collecting and preservation of 
radios for all its members. 

NMRCC meets the second Sunday of the month at The Quelab at 680 Haines 
Ave NW , Albuquerque NM Tailgate sale at 1:00PM meetings start at 2:00 
pm.  Visitors Always Welcomed. 

 
NMRCC NEWSLETTER 

THIS PUBLICATION IS THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE NEW 

MEXICO RADIO COLLECTORS CLUB. INPUT FROM ALL MEMBERS 
ARE SOLICITED AND WELCOME ON 20TH OF THE PRECEDING 

MONTH.   RICHARD MAJESTIC PRO-TEMP NEWSLETTER EDITOR, 
SEND ALL SUBMISSIONS IN WORD FORMAT, PICTURES IN *.JPG 

FORMAT TO: RMAJESTIC@MSN.COM 
 

N E W  M E X I C O  R A D I O  

C O L L E C T O R S  C L U B  

New Mexico Radio Collectors Club 
Richard Majestic (Membership inquiries) 

5460 Superstition Drive 
Las Cruces  NM  88011 

E-Mail: ronmonty@comcast.net 
Phone: 505 281-5067 

E-Mail: rmajestic@msn.com 
Phone: 575 521-0018 

FOR INFORMATION CHECK THE INTERNET  

http://www.newmexicoradiocollectorsclub.com/  

USPS Stamp  

Content REQUEST 
 
I want to create a club history column for our newsletter, a story about why we collect old 

radios, old ham receivers and transmitters, vacuum tubes and old black and white televi-

sions.  

 

Tell Us, Collector… 
 

What’s your motivation? What’s the limits we set for a collection? Why a particular brand? 

Why a particular year? Are we collectors or technology hoarders? How much time do we 

spend on this hobby? Do we research and record the history of items we collect? What are 

our sources of the items we collect? What are the stories you’ve heard from a seller? How 

far will travel to get an item? What’s your hot pursuits this month? 

 

Put your story in words, write it up and I want to print it as a monthly column in our news-

letter. ~RM 

 

 Thank you Don Menning our first and only contributor… 

  


